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Introduction 

Most if not all people now and throughout antiquity have worshipped 

some entity. ―Primitive man feared all manifestations of power; he 

worshiped every natural phenomenon he could not comprehend. The 

observation of powerful natural forces, such as storms, floods, 

earthquakes, landslides, volcanoes, fire, heat, and cold, greatly impressed 

the expanding mind of man. The inexplicable things of life are still 

termed ‗acts of God‘ and ‗mysterious dispensations of Providence‘.‖ 

(www.urantia.org/en/urantia-book-standardized/paper-85-origins-worship) 
 

The Egyptians had Ra, their sun god and Osiris, the god of the 

underworld, while Babylon, Greece and Rome worshipped mythological 

gods. Therefore, there must be something within man to cause him to 

desire to pay homage or worship some entity.   
 

Micah wrote to the Children of Israel asking ―With what shall I come 

before the Lord?‖ and then gave several possibilities in the form of other 

questions.  He concluded ―He has shown you, O man, what is good. And 

what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and 

to walk humbly with your God?‖ (Micah 6:8 NKJV)  
 

To Satan, Jesus referring to Deuteronomy, stated ―‗Worship the Lord 

your God, and serve him only‘ and to some of the tradition keeping 

Pharisees Jesus quoted Isaiah 29:13: ‗These people honor me with their 

lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their 

teachings are but rules taught by men.‘‖ (Matthew 4:10 & 15:8-9 NIV) 

Since Jesus desires heart praise and adoration, an understanding of the 

heart is required.  
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AN ANALYSIS OF BIBLICAL WORSHIP 

An analysis of Old Testament and New Testament scriptures with respect 

to worship is presented herein. The term ―Worship‖ is often used in a 

loose fashion, being applied to a variety of conditions and carrying 

several connotations. Perhaps worship has been inadvertently defined by 

the classical usage of the word and by certain ritualistic forms of 

religious activities. Individuals need to be aware of the Biblical concept 

of worship, of its freedoms and of its possible forms of expression. An 

objective of this study is simply to strive for a better understanding of 

worship, especially as it applies to Christian living. 

Historically speaking men have been known to trust the stars, to pay 

homage to imaginary heavenly figures, to give gifts to the sun and to 

recognize certain powerful elements of nature. The Jews have their 

Jehovah, the Christians their Christ, the Buddhists their Buddha, the 

Moslems their Allah. In all cases the behavior of the people is partially 

explained in terms of homage, respect, honor, servitude and submission. 

Several scriptures will be considered to determine how God has revealed 

himself with respect to acceptable worship. An Old Testament review 

will be conducted first, followed by a review of New Testament 

references. This study will be concluded by summarizing, to the best of 

our ability, the meaning of worship as recognized by God. 

 

Old Testament Review 
 

Insight into the elements of worship with respect to the Old Testament 

will be obtained through a study of several prominent characters. The 

personalities which will be considered in detail below include: Cain and 

Abel, Noah, Abram, Moses and Aaron, David, Hezekiah and Hannah. 

The unique offerings of Cain and Abel strongly suggest acts of worship, 

even though Cain learned that his gift was not held in regard by the Lord. 

Abel's offering was accepted. Cain's offering was rejected. From the 

Genesis account, the reader is left to ponder whether the constituents 

were unauthorized or whether something else, such as Cain's attitude or 

personal character prevented his gift from being accepted. (Genesis 4:3-

7) The Apostle Paul commented on this event in Hebrews 11 where he 

stated that because of faith Abel's sacrifice was better than Cain's. 
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Concerning Noah, Genesis 6 -10 states that he found favor in the eyes of 

the Lord and that he was obedient to all that the Lord commanded. Upon 

leaving the ark Noah built an altar to God and presented to Him burnt 

offerings on the altar. The author of Genesis says that the Lord sensed 

these offerings in a favorable manner and as a result He established the 

covenant of the rainbow. 

Abram also offered burnt offerings to the Lord. The offering of his son 

Isaac in Genesis 22 was something special. Abram received specific 

instructions and he obeyed them.  Of significance to us, however, is that 

Abram defined his actions to Isaac as worship. 

 

Before going further note that in the examples cited above, worship 

contained the elements of obedience, presentation of offerings, 

special acts of homage and faith. 

A history of the Jewish people and their great exodus from the land of 

Egypt under the leadership of Moses and Aaron is found in the book of 

Exodus.  The reader is introduced to the Feast of Unleavened Bread and 

the Passover event. Moses taught the people: "And you shall observe this 

event as an ordinance for you and your children forever.‖  In the years 

thereafter the Passover rite was to be explained as a ―Passover sacrifice‖ 

to the Lord; an offering referencing the original Passover sacrifice. 

Scripture says: ―And the people bowed low and worshipped.‖ (Exodus 

12:27) 

Moses received from the Lord an array of commandments which were to 

serve as a basis for the Jewish civil and religious law.  Included in the 

renowned Ten Commandments was the following one:  "Ye shall not 

worship other Gods." (Exodus 20)  This commandment reflected the 

Lord's intense jealously of attention, servitude and homage given to gods 

and idols of any likeness.  The conclusion here is that the Lord equated 

servitude and devotion with worship.  This conclusion is further 

reinforced in the events of Exodus 32:8 where in the words of the Lord: 

"They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have worshiped it 

and have sacrificed to it and said (declared), this is your god, O Israel, 

who brought you up from the land of Egypt.
"
 

In Exodus 34 Moses is found communing with the Lord and "bowing 

low toward the earth in worship." In this instance worship included a 

prayerful petition to the Lord on behalf of the Israelite nation coupled 
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with a sense of humility. Exodus 34 also contains the Law of the 

covenant-observance of which involved worship. 

Other aspects of worship are given in Exodus 35:2l. The people were 

commanded to contribute gifts and labors for the building of a sanctuary. 

"And everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit moved 

him came and brought the Lord's contribution for the work of the tent of 

meeting and for all its service and for the holy garments." The emphasis 

here is on spiritual involvement and a receptive heart. 

Throughout the career of Moses he exhorted his people to obey the laws, 

the statutes, the commandments and ordinances from the Lord. 

Obedience, along with prayer, service, devotion, demonstrated 

submission, offerings, ritualistic activities and stirred hearts and spirits 

can be identified within the realm of worship. The above references 

furthermore illustrate these elements of worship in both a formal and an 

informal manner. In his summary recorded in Deuteronomy 30 Moses 

presents a very pertinent contrast to worship; life with blessings or death 

with curses.  In other words, worship was depicted as being continuous 

and focusing on a way of life. 

Other examples of worship are in abundance in the Old Testament One 

needs only to consider the words of David, Solomon, Daniel and a host 

of others to see this fact. Only a few more Old Testament scriptures will 

be cited in our attempt to obtain insight to the history surrounding Old 

Testament worship. 

In Psalm 2:11 David instructed the people to worship with reverence, to 

rejoice with trembling. In a prayer recorded in Psalm 86 David says to 

glorify God's name is to worship. David exhorted the people to praise 

the Lord in Psalm 95: "O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; … Let us 

come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to 

Him with psalms … Come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel 

before the Lord our Maker.‖ 

Many of the kings of Israel after David and Solomon did not do right in 

the sight of the Lord. They ignored the book of the law of the Lord given 

by Moses. There were, however, two kings who attempted to restore the 

ways of the Lord. They tore down the idols which were on the high 

places and taught the people to consecrate themselves before the Lord. 

King Hezekiah and King Josiah stand out in their dedication to God and 

in renewing proper worship, specifically in reference to Passover 
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worship. II Chronicles 29 describes King Hezekiah's activities with 

respect to restoring the Passover ordinance. On this occasion Passover 

worship included: burnt offerings, songs accompanied with trumpets 

(i.e., with the instruments of David), the songs of a chorus while the 

assembly worshiped, demonstrations of humility — bowing down, and 

songs of praises and joy. The experiences of King Josiah are found in 2 

Chronicles 34 and 35.   Verse 31 of chapter 34 records the covenant King 

Josiah made with the Lord: ―To keep His commandments and His 

testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and with all his soul.‖ 

Chapter 1 of 1 Samuel describes a touching story about Hannah. Her 

womb had been closed, and she petitioned the Lord to look on her 

affliction and remember her. The worship of Hannah consisted of 

sacrifice, intense prayer and a vow. She said, "I have poured out my 

soul to the Lord." (1 Samuel 1:15) The Bible says that the Lord 

remembered her and she remembered her vow to give the child (Samuel) 

to the Lord. 

Now in all of the above examples, certain characteristics are revealed and 

constitute a framework of worship to the Lord within the boundaries of 

Old Testament.  

Summarizing, the following elements are observable: 

Obedience (to specific as well as generic commands) 

Presentation of offerings 

Special acts of homage 

Communication (directly and through prayer) 

Ritual (specific example cited was the Passover memorial) 

Servitude and devotion 

Contributions (gifts and labors) 

Spiritual involvement 

Reverence 

Glory of God's name 

Songs accompanied with trumpets 

Songs of chorus, songs of praises and joy 

Humility 

Vows 

 

These elements were molded into both formal and informal aspects and 

were identified as worship. The formal portions were found in ritualistic 

activities commanded by the Lord; such as the offering of burnt offerings 

on altars and the observance of regulations surrounding the first 
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covenant. Paul comments in Hebrews 9:1 on the formalities of the first 

covenant: ―the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the 

earthly sanctuary‖ and in verse 9 "according to which both gifts and 

sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in 

conscience.‖ The informal part was reflected in the involvement of the 

heart in conducting a life pleasing to the Lord. Moses gave the proper 

attitude of mind: ―I have set before you life and death, the blessing and 

the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your 

descendants, by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by 

holding fast to Him." (Deuteronomy 30:19-20) To worship is to live; 

otherwise it is to die. [Analysis of Biblical Worship – Old Testament Review, the 

author wishes to remain unidentified] 
 

Before presenting the New Testament Review it appears appropriate to 

determine what is meant the heart of man. 

 

 

The Heart of Man 

 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let 

them rule over … all the earth … So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him. (Genesis 1:26-7 NIV) The Lord God 

formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life, and the man became a living being (nephesh) [soul – 

KJV & ASV]. (Genesis 2:7NIV) 
 

So God‘s creation called man, 'adam OT120, was a living being - -  

a creation having - emotion, desires, feelings, mind, soul and with the 

ability to rule, have dominion and make decisions.    

 

God referred to David as a man after my own heart. (Acts 13:22) 

 

When questioned by the Pharisees about the greatest commandment 

Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart [lebab (OT: 

3824); kardía (NT: 2588)] and with all your soul [nephesh (OT:5315); 

psucheé  (NT: 5590)] and with all your mind' [me`od (OT:3966 strength 

or might); dianoía  (NT: 1271)] {Quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5}.   This 

is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love 

your neighbor as yourself' {Leviticus 19:18}. All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Matthew 22:37-40)      

Paul when referring to preaching stated ―But they have not all obeyed the 

gospel. For Isaiah says, ‗Lord, who has believed our report?’   So then 
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faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, have 

they not heard? Yes indeed: ‗Their sound has gone out to all the earth, 

And their words to the ends of the world.‘‖ (Romans 10:16-18)   

 

In one since hearing could include reading, in that information is passed 

from the writer to the reader, the same as if spoken. Therefore, hearing 

includes the receiving of information whether audibly or visually. But 

faith involves more than the hearing or reading as evident above. 

Therefore, believing faith, hearing, requires more than acquiring 

knowledge and understanding. In fact to generate a believing faith 

something must occur in one‟s heart (not the physical blood pump) 

that causes some type of action.  ―Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not 

have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for 

themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that 

the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences 

also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even 

defending them.‖ (Romans 2:14-16) Appendix 2 page 82 lists where and 

how heart is translated New Testament. 

So what is man‘s heart? Is it his mind, intellect, thought process, seat of 

emotion, inner self, conscience, soul or the human brain (ones central 

processor with its large internal storage possibly similar to a computer)?  

From the New Bible Dictionary one will find the following description 

and definition of ―heart.‖ In the Old Testament the Hebrew words lēb and 

lēbāb are used in various senses. Refer to Appendix 1 page 71 for more 

definitions.  

a.  Physical or figurative ('midst'; 29 times). 

b.    Personality, inner life or character in general (257 times, e.g. Ex. 

9:14; 1 Sa. 16:7; Gn. 20:5). 

c..  Emotional states of consciousness, found in widest range (166 

times); intoxication (1 Sa.25:36); joy or sorrow (Jdg.  18:20; 1 

Sa. 1:8); anxiety (1 Sa. 4:13); courage and fear (Gn. 42:28); love (2 

Sa. 14:1).  

d. Intellectual activities (204 times); attention (Ex. 7:23); reflection 

(Dt. 7:17); memory (Dt. 4:9); understanding (1 Kings. 3:9); 

technical skill (Ex. 28:3) (latter two = 'mind' in RSV).  

e. Volition or purpose (195 times; 1 Sa. 2:35), this being one of the 

most characteristic usages of the term. (H. Wheeler Robinson) 

In the New Testament the Greek word kardia is used. 'It (the heart) 

does not altogether lose its physical reference, for it is made of "flesh" 

(2 Cor. 3:3), but it is the seat of the will (e.g. Mk. 3:5), of the intellect 
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(e.g. Mk. 2:6,8), and of feeling (e.g. Lk. 24:32). This means that "heart" 

comes the nearest of the NT terms to mean "person".' (C. Ryder Smith) 

 

The Hebrews thought in terms of subjective experience rather than 

objective, scientific observation, and thereby avoided the modern error 

of over-departmentalization. It was essentially the whole man, with all 

his attributes, physical, intellectual and psychological, of which the 

Hebrew thought and spoke, and the heart was conceived of as the 

governing centre for all of these. It is the heart which makes a man, or a 

beast, what he is, and governs all his actions (Pr. 4:23). Character, 

personality, will and mind are modern terms which all reflect 

something of the meaning of 'heart' in its biblical usage.  

 

Yahweh knows the heart of each one and is not deceived by outward 

appearance (1 Sa. 16:7), but a worthy prayer is, nevertheless, that he 

should search and know the heart (Ps. 139:23), and make it clean (Ps. 

51:10). A 'new heart' must be the aim of the wicked (Ezk. 18:31), and 

that will mean that God's law has to become no longer merely external 

but 'written on the heart' and make it clean (Je. 31:33). 
 

Thus it is that the heart, the spring of all desires, must be guarded (Pr. 

4:23), and the teacher aims to win his pupil's heart to the right way (Pr. 

23:26). 
 

It is the pure in heart who shall see God (Mt. 5:8), and it is through 

Christ's dwelling in the heart by faith that the saints can comprehend 

the love of God (Eph. 3:17). NEW BIBLE DICTIONARY, Inter-varsity Press, Tyndale 

House Publishers, Inc. 
 

The human brain is the control center for all human activity. All its 

functions when taken together make up the whole man, the person i.e.:   

a. The physical section that processes all data and information  

relating to vital bodily functioning. 

b.  The mental part appears to be that part of the brain that receives 

facts and other external information for processing, analyzing, 

sorting, comparing, storing and retrieving required for decision 

making and could be referred to as the intellectual section. 

c.  The emotional and spiritual section often referred to as the heart 

and sometimes referred to as the inner man or seat of emotion. It is 

here where one finds love, hate, fear, courage, trust, integrity, 

conscience, character and feelings. It should be noted that one‘s 

conscience can be trained to accept various ethical standards, ones 
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character can become either good or evil and ones feelings can be 

based upon opinion or belief rather than knowledge and facts. 

 

Conclusion 

The heart is that part of man created in the likeness of God and may not 

necessarily be all physical. Man can train his heart for good or for evil. It 

is in one‘s heart that man is to worship. Jesus stated in Luke 17:20-

21"The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 

nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of 

God is within you."  

 

His worship must be genuine and real; in spirit and in truth and with 

feelings and emotion. Any activity that is done just ―to obey‖ a command 

or to ―fulfill‖ some perceived requirement appears to be a ritualistic 

practice in an attempt to earn one‘s salvation.  

    
New Testament Review 

 An Analysis of Biblical Worship 
 

There are many New Testament passages which directly reference some 

aspect of worship.  These will be considered initially for the purpose of 

identifying elements or characteristics which necessarily define worship.  

Most of these characteristics will be of a positive nature, but some will 

be derived from negative criticism of various scenarios.  Several 

examples of negative worship are studied.  Last, we need to determine 

what worship structures, if any, are evident from scripture. 

 

Elements of New Testament Worship 

Our review of worship in the context of the Old Testament scriptures 

revealed many elements.  Since the Christian religion is a fulfillment of 

Old Testament prophecy and since the Old Testament scriptures were 

given for purposes of doctrine, for training in righteousness, as examples 

for us (1 Corinthians 10 and 2 Timothy 3:l6), we should anticipate some 

New Testament redundancy in the characterization of worship.  On the 

other hand the Jews recognized that the Christian worship was different 

to that found in the Law and their traditions ―This man persuades men to 

worship God contrary to the Law." (Acts 13:18) 

As an example we found that service to something or to a personality 

constituted worship from an Old Testament point of view, whether to 

idols or to the Lord.  This trait is also carried over in New Testament 
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teachings. Christ placed strong emphasis on properly directed service as 

in Matthew 4:10; i.e., in rebuking Satan, Christ quoted Deuteronomy 

6:13 — "You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only."  

Paul mentions service in numerous places as in Romans 12:11 — "Not 

lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Service 

constitutes worship but not exclusively.  Furthermore, our service can be 

misdirected and, as such, not be favorable to the Lord. 

If service is to be properly directed, then obedience to specific and 

generic commands must be very basic to worship. Christ experienced the 

following: "Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the 

things which He suffered." (Hebrews 5.8) In Colossians 1:10 Paul speaks 

of the need "to please Him in all respects." Demonstrated humility is a 

desirable trait of worship also found in the New Testament, as in 1 

Corinthians 14:25 — "he will fall on his face and worship God." This 

passage refers to a new believer who has been convicted and who senses 

the need for reverence and awe. 

However, Christ did introduce a new emphasis to worship in his 

discourse to the Samaritan woman, John 4:20f. He challenged tradition 

by declaring that neither "this mountain" (The Samaritans claimed the 

same heritage as the Jews.  Their mountain of worship probably was 

Mount Gerizim mentioned in Deuteronomy 11:29) nor Jerusalem (where 

the Jews gathered) is the preferred place of worship. Instead the time 

"now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in Spirit and 

in truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is 

Spirit and those who worship Him must worship in Spirit and truth." We 

must understand what is meant here in order to have effective worship. 

Without a doubt the emphasis is on spiritual rather than physical i.e. the 

place of worship. True worship is genuine, faithful, with sincerity — 

conforming to that which is desired or pleasing. Spiritual worship 

involves the heart and soul, that inner part of man made in the image of 

God. This concept represents a major shift in policy; Paul taught the 

Colossian Church that Christ nailed the Old Law to the Cross. 

Another reference along this line is Philippians 3:3. Paul says that 

Christians worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus without 

placing confidence in human traditions. 

Now Christians are able to measure whether they are being led by the 

Spirit of the Lord by comparing their behavior with desirable traits 

identified by Scripture. Paul lists a whole array of Spiritual attributes in 
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his letters to the churches at Rome (chapter 12 & l3), Galatia (chapter 5), 

Ephesus (chapter 4-6) and Colosse (chapter 3). These passages go further 

in that they present a contrast between the characteristics of the lower 

nature of man with those of the Spiritual man. The former are derived 

from the lust of man; the latter are derived from the desire to walk with 

God. The allegory introduced by Paul in the Galatian letter depicts the 

inner conflict within man. Paul himself experienced this inner conflict 

according to Romans 7. 

Christian character is described by love, joy, peace, patience 

[steadfastness, endurance, perseverance] kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control. All of these allow one to worship in the Spirit 

because they honor our Lord. Christians are to imitate God, to be of a 

forgiving nature, tender-hearted, speaking words of edification, and to 

have self-discipline. Romans 12:1 detail the ultimate: ―…present your 

bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship." 

Paul was speaking of spiritual behavior, the spirit of worship, as opposed 

to a worldly behavior. That is, the majority of the people presented a 

norm which was unfavorable in the eyes of the Lord. Christians are to 

have a different norm. They are to be set apart in a spirit of worship 

to the Lord which is continuous and which encompasses attributes of 

honor, servitude, obedience, respect, reverence, humility, etc. They 

are to be filled with the spirit, to conduct their lives on a high plane, 

communicating as in Ephesians 5:19 - 21 ―speaking to one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 

your heart (in your heart - NKJV) to the Lord; always giving thanks for all 

things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; and 

be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.‖ 

The following two key passages amplify this theme; 

(a) "So that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please 

Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God.‖ (Colossians 1:10)  

(b) "Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

And whatever you do in word or deed do all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.‖ 

(Colossians 3:l6-l7) 
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The main point here is that we are to have God enthroned in our hearts; 

we are to cultivate desirable personality traits as illustrated by scripture. 

Under these conditions an environment of worship exists. Honor, 

reverence, obedience and love will be acknowledged both implicitly and 

explicitly. 
 

Other Worship 

An attempt was made to correctly identify aspects of worship which 

focuses attention on our Lord. This worship has been referred to as true 

and genuine, encompassing the desirable elements included in Holy writ. 

However, scripture speaks of vain, ignorant, devil and idol oriented, 

people oriented, angel and esthetic (nature) worship. Their formats are 

considered by scripture to have characteristics of worship. These events 

of worship are generally spoken of in negative terms and are in 

opposition to true worship. The following examples are given for 

consideration. 
 

Ignorant worship 

Christ's discourse with the Samaritan woman not only defined the 

spiritual aspect of true worship, but also the issue of ignorant worship. In 

John 4:27 Jesus stated to the woman that the Samaritan nation worshiped 

in ignorance. Salvation was from the Jews, yet the two nations avoided 

national intercourse partly because of ethnic overtones. 
 

The void worship of the Samaritans as identified by Christ possibly 

alluded to the situation found in 2 Kings 17:27- 41. Verse 41 provides a 

summary: "So while these nations (Samaritans) feared the Lord, they 

also served their idols (placed in the houses of the mountains); their 

children likewise and their grandchildren, as their fathers did [tradition], 

so do this day." Paradoxically, they feared the Lord yet they worshiped 

their idols. At least two lessons are involved here. First, we should 

examine for truth the traditions handed down by each generation. In the 

above case ignorant and false worship was fostered for generations and 

generations. Secondly, the Samaritans, as an ethnic group of people, 

were unacceptable to the Jews. This environment of racial tension and 

barriers perhaps hindered the Samaritans from having acceptable, 

worship. We need to be on guard from the pride of race, heritage, social 

status and tradition. 
 

In speaking to the men of Athens (Acts 17:22f) Paul recognized their 

religious culture. But he also acknowledged their ignorant worship - to 

an unknown God.‖ Paul differentiates between their format of worship 

(that is, incorporating idols, temples, images, art, silver, stone, etc.) and 
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true worship. He supports the words of Moses, David, Solomon and 

others in Acts 17.27 – 28 ―that they should seek God, if perhaps they 

might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of 

us; for in Him we live and move and exist." Their worship was ignorant 

because of the manner in which they tried to communicate and to reach 

the Lord. Yet they did have a form of worship because their actions 

involved service, gifts, and reorganization. Note that the above quote 

hints at a continuous relationship with God. 
 

People Worship 

People worship quite possibly existed in the Church at Corinth. In 1 

Corinthians 1:12 Paul discusses the divisions of the congregation along 

the lines of personalities; "each one of you is saying, ‗I am of Paul‘ and 

‗I of Apollos‘ and ‗I of Cephas‘ and ‗I of Christ‘.  These divisions may 

have been a result of a congregation made up of ethnic groups. Paul's 

ministry was primarily to the Gentiles, Apollos‘ perhaps to the Greeks, 

and Peter to the Jews. The danger here was that attention and honor was 

being focused mainly on the individual teachers and not exclusively on 

Christ. This polarization prevented the existence of an environment 

conducive to true worship. The lesson for us is simply this: our faith 

should be based on Christ and not upon a, dominant Christian 

personality. 
 

Angel Worship 

Paul mentions angel worship in Colossians 2:18. Verse 8 in this chapter 

also suggests worship conditions governed by nature (esthetic appeal), by 

traditions, by philosophies of men, etc. Remember that Colosse was 

exposed to the influence of the Jews, Greeks and other intellect. 
 

Vain Worship 

Isaiah 29:13 is quoted by Christ (Matthew 15:8-9) in rebuking the 

Pharisees and Scribes who invalidated the word of God for the sake of 

tradition. His response was: "This people honors me with their lips, but 

their heart is far away from me.  But in vain do they worship me, 

teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men." Christ classified these 

people as hypocrites. Vain worship can occur by engaging in traditional 

rites without being cognizant of one‘s motive; it can occur under the 

circumstances of going through certain motions without the involvement 

of a righteous heart.  This concept is illustrated by Paul in 1 Corinthians 

11 regarding partaking the Lord's Supper. 

 

Vain worship is also evident in Paul's letter to the Galatian church 

(chapter 3). These Christians received the spirit via hearing with faith, 
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yet they reverted to the Law and attempted to be justified by the works of 

the Law.  This vain worship was a result of an insufficient faith; they 

failed to continue to grow in Christ. 
 

Devil and Idol Worship 

This worship is mentioned by John in Revelation 9:20. ―But the rest of 

mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the 

works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of 

gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor 

walk. [Analysis of Biblical Worship – New Testament Review, the author wishes to 

remain unidentified] 
  

We shall now examine the what, who, when, where and how of worship. 
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Worship 
 

What Is Worship? 
Misers appear to worship money, meaning their life is putting their trust 

in possessing money and material things. But is this really worship?  
 

There are various definitions for worship; such as, kiss the hand toward, 

kiss the ground, prostrate oneself or offer some type of sacrifice to 

appease. The Webster Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary defines worship 

as an act of expression of reverence and a form of religious practice with 

its creed or ritual. These are all outward acts, perhaps even a ritual.  
 

But surely love and adoration go beyond performing some outward act or 

ritual. But God so loved the world He gave His only Son and Christ so 

loved that He offered to God His body as the only sacrifice to atone, 

remove or cleanse man of his sins.  
 

Real or genuine worship originates from love, the giving of one‘s self 

over to serving, praising and living in accordance to the wishes of God. 

Paul stated it this way "offer your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to 

God and pleasing to him. This kind of worship is appropriate." (Romans 

12:1 GWT) Therefore worship appears to be an individual activity from 

within ones heart their inner being out of love and devotion for the one 

being adored or worshipped. When individuals come together as an 

assembly their worship is still an individual activity. In fact, some within 

the assembly may not be worshipping at all or worshipping in vain. 

Therefore, since worship remains an individual matter even when 

assembled with others that are In Christ, what benefit is derived? First 

they recognize they are not alone in their devotion to God. Secondly, 

they are edified and encouraged to remain faithful and continue in their 

service to God by doing good works pleasing to God and beneficial to 

their brethren and fellowman. In addition to edifying and encouraging 

there are many other activities the assembled body performs when they 

come. Many of these activities are listed on page 22 with others included 

in Appendix 3 page 86. 

 

Worship is ―the direct acknowledgement of God, of His nature, 

attributes, ways and claims, whether by the outgoing of the heart in 

praise and thanksgiving or by deeds done in such acknowledgement.‖ 
(Vine, IV 236 – Instrumental Music and New Testament Worship, J. D. Bales 1973 p175) 

 

Activities done when assembled are discussed in Purpose and Goals of 

the Assembly in Appendix 4 page 110. 
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Who Is To Be Worshipped? 
Paul stated to those in Christ ―I urge you, brothers, in view of God's 

mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 

God-this is your spiritual act of worship (service ASV).‖ (Romans 12:1a) 
 

Obviously if one has great respect and pays honor to the point of 

becoming a living sacrifice, the object of that devotion must be someone 

or something very important.  

 

God is spirit [not physical], and his worshipers must worship in spirit [not 

physical] and in truth." (John 4:24) 

 

"John 4:24 declares that 'God is a Spirit.' These words contain one of the 

most simple, yet most profound truths which ever fell upon mortal ear. 

Their truth is one of the great glories of revelation, and corrects the 

mistaken conclusion of human reason. They show that: 

1.  God is absolutely free from all limitations of space and time, and 

     is therefore not localized in temples. (Acts 7:48) 

2. God is not material, as idolaters contend. 

3. He is not an abstract force, as scientists think, but a Being.  

4. He is lifted above all need of temples, sacrifices, etc., which are a 

benefit to man, but not to God. (Acts 17:25) [Emphasis added (rd)]    
p. 149,   The fourfold Gospel, J.W. McGarvey and Philip Y Pendleton 

 

What does the Scripture say about God's His nature? 

  God is love. 1 John 4:8  

  God is life. John 1:4  

  God is truth. John 14:6  

  God is just, (holy, righteous). 2 Thessalonians 1:6  

  God is mercy. Luke 6:36  

  God is peace. 2 John 3 and John 14:7 

 God is faithful. 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 

What is Pleasing to God? 

―What does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.‖ (Micah 6:8)  Jesus did not bless but 

had harsh words for the religious leaders who did not follow the Lord‘s 

requirements. ―Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 

hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices-mint, dill and cumin. But you 

have neglected the more important matters of the law - justice, mercy 

and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting 

the former.‖ (Matthew 23:23) 
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In the Sermon on the Mount, Mathew 5, Jesus identified several actions 

and attitudes that are pleasing to God, by stating ―Blessed‖ [God blesses 

(NLT)] indicating God is pleased and does the blessing. Those who are: 

Poor in spirit – [those recognizing their own sinfulness and God‘s 

righteousness.] 
 

Mourn – [those unhappy about their spiritual weakness as opposed to 

those unhappy with their physical plight in life.] 
 

Gentle –  [those not proud, arrogant or haughty.] 
 

Hunger and thirst for righteousness, – [those who are constantly 

seeking to do what is right and pleasing to God.] 
 

Merciful – [those not judgmental or condemning.]   
 

Pure in Heart –  [those free from every admixture of what is false, 

sincere, free from the admixture or adhesion of anything that 

soils, adulterates, corrupts. (Thayer Greek Lexicon)]  
 

Peacemakers – [those living at peace with their fellowman and helping 

others to do the same.] 
 

Other scriptures state: 

Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives 

freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who 

has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment! (James 2:12-13) 
 

"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of robbers?"  The expert in the law replied, "The one who 

had mercy on him." (Luke 10:36-37) 

 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as 

in Christ God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

 

Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge 

others, you will be judged. (Matthew 7:1-2) 

 

All the above are non-physical attributes of God, surely they must be 

included as in the meaning of in likeness or image of God when He 

referred to making man in His image. God also gave man an intellect 

allowing him to think, reason, analyze and choose. So man could choose 

to continue in God's likeness by discerning truth, showing mercy, 

desiring justice and pursuing peaceful relationships, or he could choose 

not to do so thus severing his relationship with God, Father and Creator. 
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Since all men have sinned and are in need of forgiveness the same 

reasoning ability given by his Creator allows him to change his ways, 

receive forgiveness, and begin living more like Christ. To those IN 

Christ Paul wrote "Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 

and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 

may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And 

over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity." (Colossians 3:12-14) By growing in them Christians will 

reflect God's image and display the fruit of the Spirit which is "love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control." (Galatians 5:22-23)  

 

All of God's characteristics relate to the inner being, mind or soul. They 

cannot be felt, smelt, tasted, seen or heard. But by observing Jesus' 

actions and attitude one can know the Father which is exactly what Jesus 

told Philip. We desperately need love and forgiveness. In our state of sin 

and rebellion we deserve death, which justice requires. God through 

Jesus' life, death and resurrection provides us the opportunity to be 

forgiven.  

 

What Does God See and Hear? 

1. Beautiful sound of the human voice or expressions of the heart.  

2. Money given or reasons why money is given.  

3. Words of the song or heartfelt thoughts generated by the song. 

4. Words of prayer or contrite heart even if unable to speak. 

5. Sermons given or sermons lived. 

6. Quest for fame or practice of justice and mercy. 

7. Partaking of Lord‘s Supper or remembrance of Christ‘s sacrifice, 

      the giving of His life on the cross. 

8. Criticizing others or glorying in others praise to God. 

9. Failing to assemble or failing to edify others when assembled. 

10. Reading the Bible or meditating on the Message from God. 

11. Living a good moral life or a sacrificial life glorifying God. 

 

When there is an attitude of love, peace and gratitude within one's inner 

being, there comes forth a desire to express it in various ways, words, 

thoughts and actions. These expressions when directed toward God will 

take various forms such as doing good as opportunity arises, singing 

praises, praying with thanksgiving, giving because of the joy of helping 

others, studying scripture to obtain a better understanding of what God 

desires and is pleasing to Him, remembering the atoning sacrifice made 
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by Jesus and daily living to mirror or reflect God's image in offering 

"your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to God and pleasing to him. 

This kind of worship is appropriate." (Romans 12:1 GWT) 

 

Therefore a grateful Christian will seek ways to express his gratitude to 

Christ as his savior. He will live as close to Jesus' example as possible, 

and seek to understand God‘s will which He gave through the Holy 

Spirit. The Christian will praise Him in all his actions including the 

remembrance of Christ‘s life, death, burial and resurrection when 

partaking of the ―Lord‘s Supper.‖ 

 
When Should One Worship? 
By being a living sacrifice one will always and in everything give thanks, 

give God glory and praise while looking for ways to: 

a. Assist other children of God and others in need. 

b. Encourage others to live sacrificial lives. 

c. Spread the message - forgiveness and salvation is in Christ.  

d. Proclaim and defend the life, death, burial, resurrection, 

ascension and return of Jesus, our Redeemer. 

 

Christians will not abandon being with, edifying or fellowshipping other 

Christians, regardless of when or where they assemble. They will be 

faithful to their Savior, His Message, His people and not be ashamed of 

their chosen way of life to please Him.  

 

Paul put it this way ―Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 

your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who 

is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.‖ …  

 

―Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 

body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with 

gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word 

or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.‖ (Colossians 3:1-4 … 15-17) 

 

Their teaching, singing, admonishing and meeting together is not limited 

to Sunday or Wednesday and can even be daily and in various places.  
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Where Is One To Worship? 
Jesus told the Samaritan woman "Believe me, woman, a time is coming 

when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem.‖  (John 4:21) So going to some place to worship is not what 

God had in mind. The time would soon be when one would not worship 

here, Mt Gerizim as the Samaritans did; not in Jerusalem, as the Jews did 

but everywhere for God is spirit. In fact, going to worship or church is 

not a biblical concept and is not found anywhere in the New Testament. 

 

Therefore, neither the place nor the building is important. But ones 

desire, intent of mind or attitude is important.  It is how we live our lives 

and treat others, what we think, see and hear, our desires and how we 

serve others in giving our resources, money, time and abilities.  

Therefore, our living sacrifice, the actions in our lives are to be done 

everywhere rather than a physical location, such as Mt Gerizim, 

Jerusalem or a church building for God is spirit not matter or flesh and 

blood. 

 
Therefore, love, purity, gentleness, justice, mercy and faithfulness – 

God‘s very nature – must be very important for Christians to understand 

in order to be living sacrifices.  

 
How Is One To Worship? 
Understanding the what, who, when and where of worship should help 

in understanding the how of worshipping. If giving ourselves as a living 

sacrifice is a lifestyle of service, improperly translated as worship, then 

there are many acts of service one can and should do. But, they must be  

motivated out of a desire to be more like Him by following His examples 

while giving Him glory, honor, praise and adoration.  

 

Man is to worship in his spirit, his spiritual not his physical being, and in 

truth. Thus it is not some physical act, a ritual, but something coming 

from within, from a love and desire to honor, praise and please. 

Consequently, one totally incapable of performing a physical act can still 

worship and serve God. 

 

We know that when man‘s spirit departs the physical body is dead.  

(Psalm 146:4) But what is man‘s spirit? Since he worships or more 

appropriately serves God in his spirit, he must exercise some degree of 

control over his spirit. 
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The outpouring of love, adoration and praise from within man‘s inner 

being, his heart and seat of emotion, feelings and attitude is service or 

worship. This can be done alone or with other groups of like minded 

people. Similar actions absent of emotions and feelings of love, adoration 

and praise done to comply with a command or are centered on self and 

are probably considered as vain worship. Jesus stated ―these people 

honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship 

me in vain.‖ (Matthew 15:8-9, Mark 7:6 quoting from Isaiah 29:13) 

 

Therefore, if ones thoughts and emotions are based upon a knowledge of 

God and an intimate relationship with Him, then he has trained his heart, 

inner being or spirit to love, adore, praise, serve or worship God with a 

real and genuine desire to please for him, thus in spirit and truth. He is 

now prepared to serve God in spirit and truth. But what is one to do when 

serving, worshipping, God?  

 

One can read in Genesis that while God was delivering Abraham‘s 

descendants from bondage in Egypt, He established a Covenant with 

them. In this covenant He selected a group of people to serve Him as 

priest by offering animal sacrifices for themselves and all the people. 

God through Moses gave very specific instructions how their service of 

offering sacrifices was to be done. 

 

Many years later God came to earth in the form of the man we refer to as 

Jesus, the Christ. He lived as one of His creations facing the same type of 

temptations as man but without sin thus becoming the perfect sacrifice 

for sin when He offered Himself up to God as the blood sacrifice 

required to remove man‘s sins. The Apostle John in Revelation 1:6 states 

―He has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father.‖ (NLT)  

 

His instructions to the New Covenant priest were also specific although 

very different than those of the Old Covenant. The New Covenant 

priests, those in Christ, are to be living sacrifices (Romans 12:1) as they 

daily serve God and offer praises of love and adoration to Him from the 

heart.  By examining acts of worship, but a more accurate translation 

would be acts of service, mentioned in the New Testament one should be 

able to determine what New Testament priest did and are to do. 
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ACTS OF SERVICE [WORSHIP] 
 
When based upon love of God non-ritual outward acts of service benefit 

man while glorifying God and internal activity whether in the form of  

prayers, thoughts or groanings expresses ones adoration, praise and honor 

to God. Realizing the condemnation sin brings, that God‘s mercy through 

Christ‘s atoning sacrifice has provided forgiveness to all who obey Christ‘s 

call to repentance through faith, trust and obedience, the motives for one‘s 

actions will be gratitude and thanksgiving rather than duty or command. 

 
 

I. Serving – Doing Good Deeds 
 

No doubt God has communicated to us what He expects of us through 

the writers of the New Testament as guided by the Holy Spirit. Things  

such as:  

 God‘s desire for man to be conformed to the likeness of His son. 

(Romans 8:29)  

 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice 

of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name. And do not forget 

to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased. (Hebrews 13:15-16) 

 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 

will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 

opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers. (Galatians 6:9-10)  

 

Whether one is assembled or not, one‘s life is to be one of adoration, 

praise and honor toward his God. It is in this same vein that Paul reminds 

the Corinthians: ―So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it 

all for the glory of God.‖ (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

 

There is more to doing good deeds than serving others. For from within 

one‘s inner self he will also seek to:  

a. search and study the Scriptures to know God will 

b. encourage the brethren to serve God by doing good works and to 

remain faithful  

c. teach and explaining to those out of Christ His Gospel message  

 

One can discern if he is conforming to God‘s likeness when he does 

good works because of his love for God and his fellow man. However, if 

these acts of service are done because they are commanded or they are 
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done to be seen of men, then it is not being done in God likeness. They 

have become ritualistic in nature in an attempt to earn God‘s acceptance. 

God is love and one‘s service actions to be like Him must come from a 

heart of love to do what is best for the individual.  

 

If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that 

in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To Him be the 

glory and the power forever and ever. (1 Peter 4:11b) 

 

The following are several but, far from all, Biblical references regarding 

Christian living and serving God, others are listed in Appendix 3.  

  

Romans 

6:13 But rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought 

from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as 

instruments of righteousness 
 

6:19 I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural 

selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to 

impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery 

to righteousness leading to holiness. 

 

12:1 I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies 

as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act 

of worship 
 

12:3-8 Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 

think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of 

faith God has given you.  Just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in 

Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 

the others.    

 

13:5-7 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 

because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is 

also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give 

their full time to governing.  Give everyone what you owe him: If you 

owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if 

honor, then honor. 

 

13:11-14 Wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer 

now than when we first believed.  The night is nearly over; the day is 
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almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 

armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies 

and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in 

dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful 

nature.    

 

14:13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, 

make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in 

your brother's way.  

 

14:19-20 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace 

and to mutual edification. Do not destroy the work of God for the sake 

of food.  

 

14:22 So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself 

and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what 

he approves. 

 

15:1-2 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and 

not to please ourselves.  Each of us should please his neighbor for his 

good, to build him up 

 

15:7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 

bring praise to God. 

 

1 Corinthians 

10:23-24 "Everything is permissible"-but not everything is beneficial. 

"Everything is permissible"-but not everything is constructive. Nobody 

should seek his own good, but the good of others. 

 

10:31 Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.  Do not cause 

anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God – For I 

am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be 

saved. 

 

15:58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you.  

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.  

 

2 Corinthians  
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6:14-17 Do not be yoked [being so connected in such a manner that the walk 

and conduct of one is necessarily influenced by the walk and conduct of the 

other (rd)] together with unbelievers. 

 

Galatians 

6:2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law 

of Christ.  

 

6:3-4 If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives 

himself. Each one should test his own actions. 

 

Ephesians 

4:1-3 I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 

Be completely humble and gentle; Be patient, bearing with one another 

in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through             

the bond of peace. 

 

5:15-17 Be very careful, then, how you live-not as unwise but as wise,  

Making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 

 

5:19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing 

and make music in your heart to the Lord, Always giving thanks to God 

the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Philippians 

2:3-5 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 

consider others better than yourselves.  Look not only to your own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the 

same as that of Christ Jesus:  

 

2:14-16 Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you 

may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault … as you 

hold out the word of life 

 

4:2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each 

other in the Lord. 

 

4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

 

4:5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
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4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  

 

Colossians 

3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 

things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

 

3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: 

       Sexual immorality 

       Impurity  

       Lust  

       Evil desires  

       Greed, which is idolatry. 

 

3:8-10 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these:  

      Anger 

      Rage 

      Malice 

      Slander 

      Filthy language  

   Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with 

its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 

knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

 

3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with   
         Compassion 

         Kindness 

         Humility 

         Gentleness  

         Patience. 

 

3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may 

have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

 

3:14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity.  

 

3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 

one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  
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3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, sing psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

 

3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  

 

3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for 

the Lord, not for men,  since you know that you will receive an 

inheritance from the Lord as a reward 

 

4:1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because 

you know that you also have a Master in heaven.  

 

4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 

 

4:5-6 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of 

every opportunity.  Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 

 

1 Thessalonians 

4:3-5 You should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn 

to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in 

passionate lust 

 

5:8-9 Let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a 

breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. For God did not 

appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as 

in fact you are doing.  

 

5:16-18 Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  

 

5:21-22 Test everything. Hold on to the good.  Avoid every kind of evil.  

 

2 Thessalonians 

3:11-13 We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they 

are busybodies.  Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus 
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Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat.  And as for you, 

brothers, never tire of doing what is right.  

 

1 Timothy 

4:12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set 

an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in 

purity. 

 

5:8 If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his 

immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 

unbeliever.  

 

6:11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.  

 

6:20-21 Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of 

what is falsely called knowledge, which some have professed and in so 

doing have wandered from the faith.  

 

2 Timothy 

2:23 Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, 

because you know they produce quarrels. 

 

4:1-3 I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season 

and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-with great patience and 

careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with 

sound doctrine. 

 

Titus 

2:12-15 Say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait 

for the blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all 

wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, 

eager to do what is good.  Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do 

not let anyone despise you.  

 

3:1-2 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities to be 

obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be 

peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.  

 

Hebrews 
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3:1 Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your 

thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. 

 

3:13 Encourage one another daily, as long as it is called ―Today‖ 
(meaning, "a time for embracing the salvation graciously offered" from Thayer's 

Greek Lexicon), so that none of you may be hardened by sin's 

deceitfulness. 

 

10:21-22 Since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw 

near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 

hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 

bodies washed with pure water. 

 

10:24 Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 

and good deeds. 
 

10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see 

the Day approaching.  

 

10:35-39 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly 

rewarded.  You need to persevere so that when you have done the will 

of God, you will receive what He has promised.  For in just a very 

little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay.  But my 

righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be 

pleased with him."   But we are not of those who shrink back and are 

destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.  

 

12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 

and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

12:7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. 

 

12:14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; 

without holiness no one will see the Lord.  

 

13:1 Keep on loving each other as brothers. 

 

13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with 

what you have 
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13:15 Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of 

lips that confess his name 

 

13:16 Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such 

sacrifices God is pleased.  

 

James 

1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 

what it says 
 

2:1 Don't show favoritism.  

 

2:24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by 

faith alone.  
 

5:7 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. 

 

5:9 Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. 

The Judge is standing at the door!  

 

1 Peter 

1:13 Prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled. 

 

1:14-16 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had 

when you lived in ignorance.  But just as he who called you is holy, so be 

holy in all you do; for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."    

 

2:1 Rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and 

slander of every kind. 

 

2:2-3 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you 

may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord 

is good.  

 

2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to 

abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 

 

2:13-15 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority 

instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or 

to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 

commend those who do right.  For it is God's will that by doing good you 

should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  
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2:17 Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 

 

3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be 

sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 

 

3:9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, 

because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

 

3:15-16 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared 

to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 

hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a 

clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good 

behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

 

2 Peter 

1:19-21 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and 

you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.  

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 

about by the prophet's own interpretation.  For prophecy never had 

its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

 

1 John 

3:11 We should love one another. 

 

3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life 

for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 

 

4:16-17 Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  In this 

way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on 

the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

 

5:3 This is love for God: to obey His commands. And his commands 

are not burdensome. 

 

Jude 

22-23 Be merciful to those who doubt; snatch others from the fire and 

save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear-hating even the 

clothing stained by corrupted flesh.  
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II. Assembling Together 
 

Nowhere in the Bible does one find where Christians are told to ―go to 

church‖ to worship God. Clement of Alexander is reported to have been 

the first to use such a phrase. (Pagan Christianity? pg. 12 footnote 9) Some 

people believe going to church on Sunday fulfills God‘s requirement to 

worship Him. Worship is not a once a week activity performed in a 

specified place or at a specified time. Worship appears to be lifestyle of 

honoring, praising and serving God. Paul admonishes the Christians at 

Rome to consider their behavior. ―Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in 

view of God‘s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform 

any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God‘s will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will.‖ (Romans 12:1-2) 
 

Christians are instructed to ―consider one another to provoke unto love 

and good works; not forsaking our own assembling together.‖ (Hebrews 

10:24-25) Thus Christians are expected to assemble together. Perhaps by 

examining the scriptures one will be able to determine what the Bible 

states about the frequency, locations and facilities of these meetings. 

Refer to Appendix 3 page 110 for Purposes and Goals of the Assembly, 

additional references, comments and definitions.  
 

Acts2:46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, praising God. 

Acts 5:12 All the believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade. 

Acts 6:1-2 

 
Their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of 

food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together. 

Acts 11:25-

26 

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he 

found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year 

Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers.  

Acts 12:12-

13 

He (Peter) went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also 

called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 

Acts 14:26-

27 

They sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to 

the grace of God for the work they had now completed. On 

arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all 

that God had done through them and how he had opened the door 

of faith to the Gentiles. 
  

Acts  

15:3-4 
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 

church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported 
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everything God had done through them.  
 

Acts 15:30 The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they 

gathered the church together and delivered the letter. 

Acts 15:22 
 

Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to 

choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch.  

Acts 16:40 
 

After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's 

house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. 

Acts 18:7 

 
Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of 

Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.  

Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. 

Paul spoke to the people. 
 

1 Corinthians 

5:4-5 

When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am 

with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present,  

hand this man over to Satan. 
 

1 Corinthians 

6:19 

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 

11:18 

I hear that when you come together as a church, there are 

divisions among you. 

1 Corinthians 

11:20-21 

When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat.  

1 Corinthians 

14:26-27 

 

What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, 

everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a 

tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the 

strengthening of the church. 

Hebrews 

10:25 

 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but let us encourage one another — and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching.  

Philemon 1-2 

 

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker,  to Apphia our 

sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier and to the church that 

meets in your home.  

James 2:2-4 

 

Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and 

fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in.  If 

you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and 

say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You 

stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet,"  have you not 

discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil 

thoughts?  
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The Bible does not appear to provide specific instructions of the 

frequency or location of meetings. In fact Jesus stated in John 4 when 

talking with the Samaritan woman that the location was unimportant. 

Biblical evidence is present to show that meeting facilities were in 

temple courts, Christians‘ homes (house to house), Solomon‘s colonnade 

(porch). Since temple courts and Solomon‘s colonnade are not available 

for most Christians, should one conclude that the only remaining option 

in someone‘s home? This appears to be what some would say. Or, are 

meeting facilities similar to those built by Constantine also an option?        
     

 ―The meetings of the early church were marked by every-member 

functioning, spontaneity, freedom, vibrancy, and open participation (see 

1 Corinthians 14:13 and Hebrews 10:25. The first-century church 

meeting was a fluid gathering, not a static ritual. And it was often 

unpredictable, unlike the contemporary [institutional] church service.‖… 

Today ―the order of worship represses mutual participation and growth 

of Christian community. It puts a choke hold on the functioning of the 

body of Christ by silencing its members. … You are forced to be a mute 

staid pewholder.‖  Pagan Christianity?, Frank Barna and George Viola pgs 59 & 75. 

 

Therefore any meeting space that negates the purpose of assembling 

together must be abandoned or modified to facilitate the purpose.  
 

Summary of actions by Christians when assembled together: 

1. Sharing faith  

2. Teaching others, Christians and non-Christians 

3. Collecting funds 

4. Eating together in fellowship 

5. Observing the Lord‘s Supper 

6. Orderly encouraging one another and praising God 

7. Stirring up each other unto good works 

8. Disciplining of and withdrawing from member 

9. Rebuking a wayward or sinning Christian. 

10. Praying 

11. Singing 

12. Sending out evangelists 

13. Organizing works for efficiency and effectiveness 

14. Receive mission / missionary reports 

15. Resolving doctrinal problems 

16. Reading Word of God 
  Summary from The Purposes and Goals of the Assembly of the Church by Joe McKinney 
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III Giving 
 

 ―The Bible teaches that a person‘s spiritual development will not grow 

beyond his attitude toward material goods. Jesus taught that it is 

impossible to be a true follower of God and at the same time, to be bound 

to things of this earth because of the false conception regarding the 

importance of property [material things]. (Matthew 6:19-34)  

 

―Inevitably, a man‘s heart [mind, soul, inner being, seat of emotions] will be 

most involved with what he concludes to have the greatest value. 

Therefore, a Christian‘s treasure must be in heaven. 

 

―However, human nature being what it is , we invest materially in heaven 

only to the extent that we understand that we are stewards, not owners, of 

the property we  legally possessions. Therefore, the proper understanding 

of stewardship is fundamental to all true Christian growth.‖
 
(James O. 

Baird, This Grace Also, Max Layton,  Preface page, Christian Publishing Co., 1974) 

 

A new born child is very demanding since it is not able to do anything 

for itself. So everything must be provided by someone else. As healthy 

children grow they are taught to begin to do things for themselves. It is 

difficult for them to understand that everything is not ―mine‖. At some 

point they realize that by sharing with others, others share with them and 

relationships improve. Friendships are established and one enjoys doing 

thing for their friend.  

 

Marriage creates a union between a man and woman both probably 

accustomed to my time, my friends, my things and my money, into our 

time, our things, our money and our friends. Love of someone that is 

greater than love of self will change the heart into the giving of one‘s 

self. So, the less one focuses on self the greater one‘s love grows.  

 

Therefore, as in marriage, the more a Christian matures in Christ the 

more they understand love as Christ exemplified. They begin to do things 

and give things just because they know or believe the object of their love, 

Christ, desires it and it is good for His Body.  

 

Christ was God on earth, in the flesh. His unselfish gift of His life as the 

atoning sacrifice provides mankind the opportunity to be forgiven and 

restored to the relationship that existed between the Creator and the 

created immediately following creation. This opportunity is the good 

news, the gospel. In order for it to be accepted it must be communicated, 
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trusted and obeyed resulting in ones death to his old life, burial [immersed 

in water] and resurrection, his rebirth  [the becoming a new creation]. 

 

As a new spiritual creation following resurrection one must begin to 

grow in the knowledge of love and giving or he will wither and die. ―For 

God so loved the world that he gave his only or unique Son, so that 

everyone who trusts in him may have eternal life, instead of being utterly 

destroyed.‖ (John 3:16 CJB) In Christ we must learn to love and to 

communicate that love through giving - the sharing of what God has 

entrusted to us.  

 

Ownership – Whose is it anyway? 

In the beginning God created. (Genesis 1:1) 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 

things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 

made. (John 1:1-3) 

 

Every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. 

I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are 

mine. (Psalm 50:10-11) 

 

This is what the Lord says: ‗Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 

footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my 

resting place be? Has not my hand made all these things, and so they 

came into being?‘ declares the Lord. (Isaiah 66:1-2) 

 

Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the 

standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become 

wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is 

written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness"; and again, "The Lord 

knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile."   So then, no more 

boasting about men! All things are yours. (1 Corinthians 3:18-21) 

 

Everything is permissible"-but not everything is beneficial. "Everything 

is permissible"-but not everything is constructive. Nobody should seek 

his own good, but the good of others. Eat anything sold in the meat 

market without raising questions of conscience, for, "The earth is the 

Lord's, and everything in it."  (1 Corinthians 10:23-26) 
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Since God created all things, all things are His and whatever we may 

possess belongs to Him. In that sense we cannot give to Him we can only 

return to Him. So, whether we give or return it is from him and for His 

honor and glory and not from us or for our honor and glory. Malachi 

addresses this as: 

‗Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from 

my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return 

to you,‘ says the LORD Almighty. But you ask, 'How are we to 

return?‘ ‗Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob me.‘ But you ask, 'How 

do we rob you?' In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse — the 

whole nation of you — because you are robbing me. Bring the whole 

tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 

me in this,‟ says the LORD Almighty, „and see if I will not throw 

open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 

you will not have room enough for it. I will prevent pests from 

devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their 

fruit,‘ says the LORD Almighty. ‗Then all the nations will call you 

blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,‘ says the LORD Almighty. 

(Malachi 3:7-13) 

 

In the Old Testament God‘s people were commanded to present 

offerings to Him but they also gave freely beyond what was required. 

 Cain and Able brought an offering to God. (Genesis 4:3-5) 

 After the flood waters had receded God told Noah to come out of the 

ark. Noah sacrificed a burnt offering to God. (Genesis 8:20) 

 Abraham obeyed God, went to the land God directed him and traveled 

throughout the land. At Schechem God told him that all this land 

would belong to his offspring. Abraham built an altar to the Lord. 

(Genesis 12:6-7)  

 Abraham pitched his tent between Bethel and Ai and built an altar. 

Presumably he made an offering to God. That is he worshipped and 

gave honor to God. (Genesis 12:8-9) 

 

God through Moses commanded His people, the Israelites, to offer 

many sacrificial offerings, some of which were sin offerings. But, they 

also offered many free will offerings; that is, offerings from the heart, 

offerings not commanded. 

David offered much praise and honor to God glorifying Him by 

pouring out his heart filled with joy or grief in times of triumph or 

tragedy in his poetic writings we call the Psalms. 

 

Stewardship 
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In Luke 16 Jesus tells a parable of an unfaithful steward ―There was a 

certain rich man, who had a steward; and the same was accused unto him 

that he was wasting his goods [his worldly possessions]. (v.1) Worldly 

possessions held by Christian stewards are really God‘s possessions. 

Like the steward in this parable, any Christian who squanders his 

master‘s possessions on self-indulgence needs to take heed.  This parable 

is followed by the one often referred to as the rich man and Lazarus, 

(Luke 16:19-31) which vividly depicts the plight of those use God‘s 

resources on self. Unless one repents and begins employing them for the 

benefit of God, he will most certainly be cast out from God‘s presence. 

 

Now it is not only the faithful followers of Christ but everyone who 

will be called into giving an account. "'As surely as I live,' says the 

Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to 

God.' So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.” 

(Romans 14:11-12) Accounts are rendered by those who have or are 

responsible for another‘s possessions.  

 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 

bodies as living sacrifices, holy [righteous, just] and pleasing to God — 

this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the 

pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his 

good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:1-2) Now the Bereans 

were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they 

received the message with great eagerness and examined the 

Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. (Acts 17:11) 

 

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with 

much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest 

with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly 

wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been 

trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of 

your own? (Luke 16:10-12) 

 

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve both God and Money [materialism]. (Matthew 6:24) 

 

Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build 

you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I 

have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. You yourselves 
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know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the 

needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this 

kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the 

Lord Jesus  Himself said: ―It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

(Acts 20:32-35) 

 

I am a steward. Therefore, I really do not have anything of material value 

as everything in my possession belongs to the owner. I can return to Him 

by giving to accomplish His goals and objectives. If I do not, I give to 

the devil. The material things I possess cannot belong to both and it is 

impossible to serve God and the Devil at the same time. However, I have 

some things in my possession that cannot be purchased or taken from me 

– love, joy, peace, long-suffering (patience), kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. While in Christ, they are gifts 

from God but I can reject them at any time I choose because they are a 

condition of my heart [attitude, feelings, emotions.] 

 

1. Attitude 
a. Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 

arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, 

but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be 

rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this 

way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 

foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the 

life that is truly life. (1 Tim 6:17-19) 
 

 The Message – Whether rich or poor one stores up treasures in 

heaven by doing good in helping others materially and spiritually. 

Apparently the amount is not stored but the action from one‘s 

heart. 

 

b. Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, 

to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from 

your Father in heaven.  So when you give to the needy, do not 

announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you 

the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you 

give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 

right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then 

your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

(Matthew 6:1-4) 
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The Message – Ones actions are to honor God not self. The 

recipient should not be embarrassed by one giving.  

 

c. Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after 

me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he 

gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man 

give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to 

come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will 

reward each person according to what he has done. (Matthew 

16:24-27) 
 

The Message - God first, others next and self last. 

 

d. Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 

You give a tenth of your spices — mint, dill and cummin. But 

you have neglected the more important matters of the law — 

justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the 

latter, without neglecting the former. (Matthew 23:23-24) 

 

The Message- Giving to comply with or fulfill a commanded is 

not from ones heart and produces hypocrites. Giving from the 

heart is acceptable giving when it is accompanied by holy, 

righteous and just living while showing love and mercy. 

 

2. Greed and Selfishness 
a. What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has 

no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is 

without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, I 

wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing 

about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith 

by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. (James 2:14-

17) 

The Message - Faith is made void by empty words and lack of 

action by a self centered heart. 

  

b. Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a 

man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions. 

(Luke 12:15) 

o Desire to take and keep what rightly belongs to another.  

o Desire for praise of men – look what I have done. 

o Desire to be considered better than others, aloofness. 
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Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, [material 

things] where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in 

and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, [acts 

of service to others and spiritual beings] where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21) 

 

The Message - Earthly treasures must be material things spent on 

self. Heavenly treasures are material things spent on others in 

need as well as spiritual things individuals brought to Christ 

through the Gospel. 

 

c. A man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good 

teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" "Why 

do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good — except 

God alone. You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not 

commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not 

defraud, honor your father and mother.'  "Teacher," he declared, 

"all these I have kept since I was a boy." Jesus looked at him and 

loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything 

you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven. Then come, follow me." At this the man's face fell. He 

went away sad, because he had great wealth. (Mark 10:17-22)  

 

The Message – Following the letter of the law because it is ―the 

law‖ is not pleasing to God. It is the desire to do good, live holy 

and trust God that pleases Him. The man falling on his knees and 

imploring before Jesus needed to replace his trust in the treasures 

of earth with treasures in heaven.  

 

d. Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for 

the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" (Mark 10:23) 

The Message - Riches is not the problem. It is the use of riches 

for selfish ambition and/or an attempt to earn salvation rather than 

to glorify God. 

 

e. A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for 

the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard 

to some farmers and went away on a journey. At harvest time he 

sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit 

of the vineyard. But they seized him, beat him and sent him away 

empty-handed. Then he sent another servant to them; they struck 
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this man on the head and treated him shamefully. He sent still 

another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of 

them they beat, others they killed. "He had one left to send, a son, 

whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, 'They will respect 

my son.' "But the tenants said to one another, 'This is the heir. 

Come, let's kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.'  So they 

took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 

"What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and 

kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others. (Mark 12:1-9) 

 

The Message - God has provided a vineyard for his people. Their 

work in the vineyard is to do His will.  It may be far or near. It is 

up to us to plant the Gospel seed, nurture it and help bring it to 

maturity. Although some Christians have greater ability than 

others, all are to work. God uses the Christians work, whatever 

his ability, to produce new creations, new Christians.  

 

f. But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 

nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if 

we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  

 

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap 
and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds 

of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (1 Timothy 6:6-

10) 

 

The Message - Satisfying our desires for wealth and how we 

utilize the possessions God entrusted us with, will determine if we 

fall or escape the temptations and traps of life. The question is. 

Do we trust money or God? 

 

g. Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also 

sold a piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge he kept 

back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put 

it at the apostles' feet. (Acts 5:1-2) 

 

The Message - It is not the fact they did not give all of the 

proceeds but their desire to deceive others into thinking that they 

did. This appears to be an example of the greed for the praise of 

men. 
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h. Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: 

sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 

idolatry.  Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 

(Colossians 3:5-6) 

 

The Message - Greed is sin. It is just as grievous as all other sins. 

It is putting desires of the flesh (self) ahead of God‘s desires. 

 

i. If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for 

his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse 

than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 5:8)  

 

The Message – A Christian must provide for his family‘s needs. 

It is a personal responsibility, not other Christians‘ [the church] 

responsibility to provide for them.   

 

3. Generosity 
Remember this: [Paul is addressing the Corinthians who had made a 

commitment] Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

[One reaps what one sows] and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his 

heart to give [intentional rather than impulse], not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having 

all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is 

written:  "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his 

righteousness endures forever." …  ―This service that you perform is 

not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing 

in many expressions of thanks to God. [an attitude situation] Because 

of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise 

God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the 

gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and 

with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts will go 

out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!‖ (2 Corinthians 9:6-9; 

12-15)  

 

And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God 

has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, 

their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in 

rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were 

able, and even beyond their ability. [Does one have to feel the 
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pain for it to be a sacrifice?] Entirely on their own, they urgently 

pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 

saints. [When is the last time you pleaded for the opportunity to 

give?]  And they did not do as we expected, but they gave 

themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's 

will so we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to 

bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. But just as 

you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 

complete earnestness and in your love for us - see that you also 

excel in this grace of giving. (2 Corinthians 8:1-7) 

 

Religion [worship] that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless 

is this: to look after [provide for their needs] orphans and widows in 

their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

(James 1:27) 

 

He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, 

doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have 

something to share with those in need. (Ephesians 4:28) 

 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give 

you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide 

purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that 

will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth 

destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

(Luke 12:32-34) 

 

 Who are the poor -  

a.   Those who have less than we have? 

b. Those who have less than others within their community?  

c.   Everyone within a country i.e. Haiti?  

d.   Everyone within a community i.e. Zorrillo, Baja, Mexico? 

e.   Selected group(s) i.e. Christians only? 

 Are Christians to sell everything, give to the poor and become 

poor like those being served?  

 

These questions are not the point. God is the owner of everything and 

we are stewards of His possessions.  Christians are not to trust in their 

possessions, however great or small, but in God. This trust combined 

with love will create a desire to give and share. The parable of 

separating the sheep from the goats, Matthew 25:34 would indicate 

those placed on the right side performed good deeds, actions involving 
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more than money, out of love not because of a commandment or as 

stated in The Fourfold Gospel on page 640 ―unconsciousness of merit 

which characterizes the noblest of deeds.‖  

 

Are you; am I, satisfied with what we are sowing? Are we to scatter only 

a few material things to the poor? 

 

The use of God‟s possession held in trust 
Our Material things 

  For Good: 

1.  Provide for poor – Psalm 41 [Blessed is he - regard for weak] 

2.  Provide for widows – James 1:27 [Religion/worship (see above)] 

3.  Spread Gospel - Philippians 2:14-16 

  Or For Evil: 

1.  Deceive - Matthew 13:22 [Choked by cares of world] 

2.  Satisfy – Luke 6:24 [I‘ve got it made so take it easy] 

3.  Master – Matthew 19:16-22 [ruler heard and went away sad] 

 

―We [Americans] are citizens of the richest nation in the history of the 

world. Someone has said that we are only six percent of the population of 

the world but control fifty percent of the wealth of the world. 

 

―Church buildings and all that goes with them are expedient. The great 

commission is a command. Which should receive the most attention an 

expedience or a command? Are we good stewards when we will give 

generously for a church building and all but ignore the great 

commission?‖ (Stewardship and Spiritual Maturity, E. Leon Smith, pgs 20-21, Star Bible 

Publications, Fort Worth, Texas,  1995)  
 

Our Intellect 

Examine the scriptures, obtain a clear understanding of His will, 

accept His commands and put your trust in Him by obedience. If one 

does not attempt to understand, how can he change? Do not blindly 

continue to accept what you have been taught. Personally examine the 

Scriptures. Prove all things yourself rather than rely on and accept the 

belief or opinion of a trusted friend, teacher, preacher or pastor. ―For we 

will all stand before God's judgment seat.  It is written: ‗As surely as I 

live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will 

confess to God.‘ So then, each of us will give an account of himself to 

God.‖ (Romans 14:10-12) 
Our Influence 
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Everyone has some kind of influence. See that justice and mercy is 

administered to poor. Influence is measured by what others think or 

say about us? 

 He is always smiling – the most cheerful person I have ever known 

 He always goes about doing good 

 If you need help he is always available. 

 He is known as ―the son of encouragement.‖ 

 He is always complaining about something. 

 He is never satisfied. 

 His word - can be taken to the bank. 

 You cannot believe a word he says. 

 I have never seen anyone so arrogant. 

 He expects everyone to wait on him. 

 He finds fault with everything. 

 

Stewardship requires that our influence glorify God.  

 
His Gospel 

Take the Gospel to all, especially those who hunger and thirst for Him, 

focusing on those who are willing to hear. ―And he said unto them, Go 

ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned.‖ (Mark 16:15-16) 

 

God has entrusted us with His most important possession. He made no 

other plans for communication His Message of Reconciliation, His 

Gospel message. He expects us to do His will. If we do not someone else 

will. They will receive His reward, we probably will not. The question is 

are we doing His will or are we letting someone else do it for us. If so, 

who will receive the reward God has in store? Those who do or those 

who let others do? 
 
Our Lives 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your 

spiritual act of worship‖ (NIV) {reasonable service- NKJV; spiritual 

worship – RSV & ESV and intellectual service – YLT}. (Romans 12.1) 

 

Most all versions include sacrifice in their translations. Therefore one 

must know and understand what a sacrifice is in order to know what is to 

be offered. Webster states – ―The offering of an animal or possession to a 

deity in propitiation {atonement} or homage; … the surrender or 
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destruction of something prized or desirable for the sake of something 

considered as having a higher value or more pressing claim. (The Living 

Webster Encyclopedia and Dictionary of the English Language 1977)  

 

W. E. Vine states of the Greek word Thusia rendered sacrifice 

primarily denotes the act of giving [doing without in order to give]: 

Consider: 

 1 Corinthians 13:3 – ―If I give all I possess to the poor and 

surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.‖  

 Ephesians 5:1-2 – ―Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved 

children  and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.‖ 

 Galatians 2:20 ―I  have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 

live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.‖  

 

There appears to be a strong correlation between giving, stewardship 

and sacrifice or at the least related in meaning. 

a) We give to take care of or see to the need of others 

b) We give because we love 

c) We give (or sacrifice) our bodies as living offerings to God. 

 
Our Time 

The proper use of our time involves all His possessions entrusted to us. 

We must spend some on self, some on family, some on needy, some on 

study and some in taking the gospel to world. The proportion one spends 

on material things, intellect and influence is in proportion to their 

specific function in the Body.  

 

The question is, ―How are we spending our time?‖  

 Serving others or being served by others 

 Working or relaxing 

 Studying or being entertained 

 Teaching others or listening but never learning 

Therefore, what does giving or sacrificing entail? Is it not the foregoing 

of the pleasures of the world and doing the will of God, the Father? If 

so, one must ask. What is the Father‘s will? Isn‘t it - 

a) Living just, holy and righteous lives while showing love and mercy? 

b) Encouraging others to continue being faithful and doing good works? 

c) Giving glory, honor and praise to God? 

d) Searching the scriptures to acquire an better knowledge of His will? 

e) Teaching others His Gospel, His gift of salvation? 
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Therefore, the question facing every Christian is, Am I responsible for 

doing His will? Of course, the answer is obvious – a resounding YES I 

AM PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE! 

 

4. Personal Responsibility in Giving 

A Christian must be aware of things that create ones influence either for 

good or bad. Does one‘s actions and speech glorify God or is the Devil 

using them for his cause? Which master is being served?   

 

What can be concluded about one‘s personal responsibility from 

Christ‘s teachings about giving and stewardship?  

 personal – you, me and all Christians  

 responsibility – response + ability. 

 

Q.  How much one should give?  

A. Giving is to be from the heart [response] in accordance to how one 

has been prospered [ability]. It is not some ―legal requirement‖ like 

the tithe but like the free will offering in the Old Covenant. It is a 

―love action‖ as in the New Covenant. ―Remember this: Whoever 

sows sparingly, [greedy attitude], will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows generously [love attitude] will also reap generously. 

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart [an intentional 

act] to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, [obligated to do so 

because of a command] for God loves a cheerful giver [attitude of love 

(rd)]. (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) 

 

Q. Where is the giving to occur and when is one to give? Must 

everything be given to or through the local church?  

A. The scripture is silent except for ―as we have opportunity, let us do 

good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of 

faith.‖ (Galatians 6:10) Perhaps an exception is where European 

Gentile Christians sent collections to the Christians in Jerusalem. 

 

Q. Can anything be given to organizations such as Cancer society, 

religious charities, United Way, political parties, colleges?  

A. Again the scripture is silent. One is to do good as he has opportunity 

while giving God the glory, not man, some organization or self.  

 

Q. What is the difference between giving as a person and giving as a 

steward? 

A. It is a matter of his Attitude toward possessions.  
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Q. Do we give to the church or to God and His Christ? 

A. We are His chosen people, Christians. Our gifts are to Him. 

However Christians can combine their gifts with gifts of other 

Christians for common distribution in taking the Gospel to the 

world and other good works.  

 

Q. Are all decisions, including one‘s financial gifts, to be made by the 

―church leaders?‖ Or is the individual Christian responsible for his 

our own beliefs and actions.  

A. A Christian must search the scriptures and prove all things and not 

blindly accept everything a leader, elder or preacher says. If a 

steward is convinced from personal Bible meditation and study that 

their function in the Body at a certain point in time is a work that is 

not in the ―church budget,‖ how can he respond to this special 

opportunity without hurting other opportunities previously agreed to 

as a desirable and needed and included in the budget?  Does he? 

o Discuss with leaders. - YES 

o   Do nothing as it is very difficult to make ends meet. - NO 

o Go to the Mall and ask for donations. - NO 

o Ask a rich brother to give more. - NO 

o   Increase his giving (a sacrifice) - PROBABLY 

o   Reduce his contribution in order to respond. – DOUBTFUL. 

[his response will depend upon his personal resources, ability, 

faith and conscience. Whatever the decision it is an individual 

decision and his conscience must not be violated].  

 

5.  Unacceptable Action   

   Not using the resources God has provided to do His will. 

 Following a command because it is a command. Giving and 

stewardship must be from the heart because of love of God.  

 Focus on preciseness of performance of particular commands 

rather than purpose and intent. 

o Jesus referred to those who gave because of a command to do 

so, hypocrites because they neglected the more important things 

of life – justice, mercy and faithfulness. (Matthew 23:23-24) 

o Many years before in Isaiah 1:10-17 God stated: ―Do not bring 

any more meaningless offerings; …  I cannot tolerate sin-

stained celebrations!  … Wash! Cleanse yourselves! Remove 

your sinful deeds from my sight. Stop sinning! Learn to do what 

is right!  

 Promote justice!  

 Give the oppressed reason to celebrate!  
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 Take up the cause of the orphan! 

 Defend the rights of the widow!   
 

Conclusion 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, 

let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family 

of believers. (Galatians 6:9-10)  

 

"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of robbers?"  The expert in the law replied, "The one who 

had mercy on him." (Luke 10:36-37) 

 

Religion [worship] that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is 

this: to look after (see to the needs of) orphans and widows in their 

distress. (James 1:27) 

 

Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have 

cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount. 

(Luke 19:8) 

 

Recap of the Main Points on Giving 

1. People are worth more than anything else. 

2. Anyone who does not provide for his family has denied the faith and 

is worse than an infidel. 

3. All one legally possesses belongs to God. We only have it in trust.  

4. Each Christian must know the scriptures. 

5. Giving is a personal matter between God and his child. 

6. Giving is to be based upon love from an attitude or desire to do 

whatever pleases God, the Father. 

7. Love of God, fellow man and self will bring love, joy, peace, kindness 

and praise of God which no one can take away. 

8. One must plan his giving which requires knowing what he is doing 

with his gift. Giving with a purpose rather than to fulfill a command. 

9. In addition to money and material things given to others, one gives his 

time, influence, intellect, God‘s word and his own life. 

10. The greater the love the more one looks for opportunity to give. 

11. One is held accountable for the things he does with what he holds in 

trust in accordance to his ability. God holds us accountable for using 

His possessions to accomplish His cause. 
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12. One is to use God‘s possessions entrusted to him to provide for 

himself, his family and do the will of God. He will be held 

accountability for attitude and influence in the use of his 

(a)  material resources given to him in trust  

(b) time   

(c) intellect while living a sacrificial life 

(d) teaching others the message of salvation, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Bibliography: Stewardship and Spiritual Maturity, E. Leon Smith; 
Studies in Christian Stewardship, C. J Sharp; This Grace Also,  

Max Layton & My God and My Money, V. P. Black  

 

 
IV Praying 

 

According to Strong‘s and Concordance, Thayer's Greek Lexicon and 

Brown Driver & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon and Merriam-Webster Online 

Dictionary pray means to entreat, implore, plead or request. Additional 

and more complete definitions are listed in Appendix 5 page 119.   
 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of 

his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his 

disciples." (Luke 11:1) 
 

What is significant in this passage? Did Jesus‘ disciples not know how to 

pray? Did the patriarchs pray or was God‘s direct communication with 

them the same as prayer?  Under the law given by God through Moses 

were the priests, prophets or kings the only Israelites who could pray?  

Earlier Jesus had discussed prayer during His discourse commonly 

referred to as ―The Sermon on the Mount.‖ He appears to repeat the same 

―this is how you should pray‖ as he did on the mount (refer to Matthew 

6:9-13). Could it be the disciples perception of prayer was tainted by 

observing their religious leaders, the Pharisees, pray?    
 

They (the teachers of the law) devour widows' houses and for a show 

make lengthy prayers. (Mark 12:40, Luke 20:47) 
   

Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen 

by them. … And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they 

love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be 

seen by men. (Matthew 6:1, 5) 
 

Old Testament 

In the Old Testament palal is translated 84 times as pray or prayer. These 

prayers appear to be request for forgiveness, deliverance and pleadings 
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for relief of suffering from some enemy which God allowed to invade 

and/or conquer as a result of sins of the nation. Of these 84 times 13 

times by the Patriarchs, 5 by Hanna and 64 by Kings, Priest or Prophets. 

Therefore, it is evident that kings, priests and prophets were not the only 

ones who prayed. Even the references to ―praying toward the temple,‖ 

the place of God‘s presence, were pleadings for relief of suffering 

brought about by sins. Prayer (palal)  references are listed in Appendix 5.  
 

New Testament 

Pray, praying and prayer in the New Testament are translated from the 

Greek word proseuchoma. The 85 scriptures are noticeably different than 

those in the Old Testament.  They generally were not seeking forgiveness 

but seeking help and guidance in learning, understanding or doing the 

Father‘s will. The New Testament  references have been grouped in 

Appendix 4 as prayers of Jesus, Apostles, Apostles and Christians and 

hindrances to prayer. Each group is then categorized by type as shown 

below with an example of each.  

 

Attitude of Prayer  
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the 

other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, 

I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes 

of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up 

so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God 

be merciful to me a sinner. (Luke 18:10-13) McGarvey and Pendleton in 

The Fourfold Gospel page 537 correctly observe the attitude of both: 

Pharisee  – ―Thus he confessed his virtues rather than his sins.‖ 

Publican – ―He makes full confession of his sins without excuse or 

justification, and without offset of righteousness. 

Moreover, he petitions for no temporal blessings, but 

simply ask for mercy.‖  

 

They further state ―we are taught here, as in the parable of the prodigal 

son, that the penitent unrighteous are more acceptable to God than the 

righteous who makes no confession of sins.‖   

 

Frequency of Prayer 
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 

always pray and not give up. He said: ―In a certain town there was a 

judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And there was a 

widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me 
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justice against my adversary.' "For some time he refused. But finally he 

said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, yet 

because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, 

so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!' And the 

Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God 

bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 

night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they 

get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he 

find faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:1-8) 

Also Paul states ―as you pray at all times, with all kinds of prayers and 

requests, in the Spirit, vigilantly and persistently, for all God‘s people. 

(Ephesians 6:18) 

 

These two scriptures show that followers of Christ should consistently 

pray for help in overcoming life‘s daily adversaries as they live for 

Christ. 

 
Answered Prayer 
In John 15 John tells us that Jesus is the vine and Christians are the 

branches. If one does not remain attached to the vine it dies and is cut off 

and cast out. Those who remain attached to the vine are In Christ. 

Therefore their prayers are answered as they glorify God not self.  

 

Hindrances to Prayer 
James 4:2-3 You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you 

ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you 

may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with 

your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as 

heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your 

prayers.  

 

Prayer by: [for listing refer to Appendix 5] 

Jesus 

Personal Prayer - let this cup pass, but Thy will be done 

Instruction on Prayer – do not use vain repetitions 

Miscellaneous – long prayers of Pharisees 

Apostles 

Prayer for Action – Peter prayed and said Tabitha arise 

Personal – At midnight Paul and Silas prayed 

Apostles and Christians 
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General Instructions – is any afflicted, let him pray 

For others – we give thanks and pray for you always  

Prayers for self – build up self and pray in Holy Spirit 

Regarding Forgiveness – Repent of this wickedness and pray 

 

Conclusion 

Always have doing God‘s will foremost in your heart. Pray constantly. 

Pray for things that last forever. Seek God‘s guidance in keeping His 

Kingdom first in daily living and in putting others ahead of self.  

 

 

V. Christ Atoning Sacrifice – Lord’s Supper 
 

―He (Jesus) said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 

with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it [the 

Passover] finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God." After taking the 

cup, he gave thanks and said, ‗Take this and divide it among you. For I 

tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom 

of God comes.‘ And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 

it to them, saying, ‗This is my body given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.‟ (Luke 22:14-19) 

 

―This was Jesus‘ last supper with his disciples (apostles), using two 

elements from the Passover meal they were eating, or had eaten -- 

namely, unleavened bread (‗as they were eating‘ (Matthew 26:26; Mark 

14:22) and the ‗cup,‘ or ‗fruit of the vine‘ (‗after supper‘ Luke 22:20; 1 

Corinthians 11:25) -- said, ‗I appoint unto you a kingdom, even as my 

Father hath appointed unto me, that ye may eat and drink at my table in 

my kingdom.‘ (Luke 22:29) And in recent remarks Jesus had used the 

terms ‗my church‘ and ‗kingdom of heaven‘ interchangeably. (Matthew 

16:18-19) Hence, if we eat at his table in his kingdom, we do so in his 

church. (1 Corinthians 11:17-34)  

 

―To be invited to eat at the table of another was considered a great honor, 

a symbol of friendship and fellowship, and not to be taken lightly. If 

taken thus, it was considered an insult, as indicated by Jesus in his 

Parable of the Slighted Wedding Invitation (Matthew 22:1-14) -- and to 

come improperly dressed was likewise considered reprehensible 

(garments usually being furnished by the host, so that not to wear them 

was inexcusable) -- which, with reference to the church or kingdom of 

heaven, would be without having "put on Christ," and wearing him as 
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one‘s robe of righteousness.‖ (Galatians 3:27) (Adapted from The Lord‘s Supper, 

Cecil Wright) 

       

"In the apostolic period the Eucharist [Lord‘s Supper] was celebrated 

daily in connection with a simple meal of brotherly love (the Agape), in 

which the Christians, in communion with their common Redeemer, 

forgot all distinctions of rank, wealth, and culture, and felt themselves to 

be members of one family of God." (Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 

vol. 1 -- Apostolic Christianity, p. 473)  
 

Characteristics of the Lord's Supper 

1.  A Memorial -- of the death and sufferings of Christ for our sins -- a 

supper to be observed in memory of him. (Luke 22:19-20; 1 

Corinthians 11:23-25) Its elements (bread and fruit of the vine) 

symbolize and memorialize his body and blood. 

 

A number of technicalities that are not unimportant may well be noted, 

including the following:  

a. Jesus specifically told all his disciples to drink of the cup (Matthew 

26:27-28), and "they all drank of it" (Mark 14:23). The cup is no 

less important than the bread, for without the shedding of blood, 

which it memorializes, "there is no remission," that is, of sins. 

(Hebrews 9:22)  

b. John 6:51 has it being "given" -- Jesus saying, "The bread I will give 

is my flesh, for the life of the world." Correspondingly, Luke 22:19 

has Jesus saying at the instituting of the Lord‘s Supper, "This is my 

body which is given for you." [1 Corinthians 11:24 omits the word 

given just having ―for you‖]  But of course, in the "giving," his flesh 

was indeed "broken" -- mangled with thongs and pierced with 

thorns and spear, even though no bone was broken. (see John 19:31-

37) Surely either expression is appropriate as an abbreviated or 

summary statement of what Jesus may have more elaborately said. 

2.  A Proclamation. Just as the supper is for the participant a memorial of 

the death of Christ for our redemption, it is also a proclamation of 

such to the observer. "For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 

cup, ye proclaim the Lord‘s death till he come. (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

For such to be the case, however, relevant information has to be made 

known with reference to its significance, as per the foregoing. 

 

3. An Anticipation. Owning to the fact that the Lord‘s Supper is to be 

observed "till he come" (1 Corinthians 11:26), it is also observed in 

anticipation of his second coming, He not only died for us, but arose 
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from the dead, ascended into heaven, and promised to return to 

receive us unto himself, that where he is we may also be. (John 14:3) 

Were it not for that, the significance of the supper otherwise would 

lack most of its importance for us. 

4. A Thanksgiving or Eucharist. It is said that Jesus "blessed" or "gave 

thanks" for each element of the Lord‘s Supper, separately, when 

instituting it. (See Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-20; 

1 Corinthians 11:23-25) The expressions "blessed" and "gave thanks" 

are used interchangeably -- and in the same sense -- which is very 

important for us to know in order to be properly edifying in our 

comments and prayers in connection with the supper. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 10:16, ―Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we 

give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread 

that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is 

one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the 

one loaf,‖ the cup (or fruit of the vine) is called "the cup of blessing 

which we bless" -- meaning "the cup of thanksgiving for which we 

give thanks." In the texts of Matthew 26:27; Mark 14:23; and Luke 

22:17, which say Christ "gave thanks," the Greek original is 

eucharistesis, a verb from of the noun eucharistia, which in English 

we render "thankfulness," or "giving of thanks," or "thanksgiving." It 

is highly important for us to offer to the Lord our thanks. 

It may be that some would say they mean by "asking the blessing," to 

ask the Lord to sanctify or set apart the particular meal, or part thereof 

in case of the Lord‘s supper, "for its intended use" [as sometimes 

heard in connection with the Lord‘s Supper -- without stating what 

that "use" is]. Yet that is not the meaning of the scripture in 1 

Corinthians 10:16, but rather our thanksgiving for it for said purpose 

or use. And, likewise, when Christ is said to have "blessed" the bread 

in instituting the Lord‘s Supper (Matthew 26:26; Mark 14:42), he 

"gave thanks" for it (Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24) -- the two 

terms being used interchangeably and in the same sense. 

 

[Bless was chosen in Old English bibles to translate the Latin word 

benedicere and the Greek word eulogein meaning "to consecrate, 

make holy." (Online Etymological Dictionary) and eulogeo has been 

translated as ―bless or blessed‖ rather than ―to praise or give thanks.‖ 

This change is significant in regard to the Lord‘s Supper as it appears 
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to supports the doctrine of God changing the bread and wine into the 

actual body and blood of Christ. (rd)] 
 

5. A Communion -- symbolizing both (a) the fellowship of  the saints 

with Christ and, indirectly, (b) the fellowship of the saints with one 

another, because they all have a like fellowship with Christ. That 

seems to be the thought expressed in 1 Corinthians 10:16-17, as 

follows: "The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a communion 

of [or, means of sharing in] the blood of Christ? The bread which we 

break, is it not a communion of [or, means of sharing in] the body of 

Christ? Seeing that we, who are many, are one bread, or body: for we 

all partake of the one bread." 

     Everett Ferguson, in The Living Word Commentary, seems 

appropriately to say: "Partaking of the bread, thus, is not only an act 

uniting the believer with Christ, but an act uniting one believer with 

other believers in the body of Christ. It has both individual and 

corporate dimensions, and both involve actual participation with the 

person of Christ." 
 

Christ‘s blood is "the blood of the covenant" (Matthew 26:28; Mark 

14:24) -- "of the new covenant" (Luke 22:20) -- of which he is the 

Mediator (Hebrews 9:15). This means that our drinking of it in the 

sense that we do in the Lord‘s Supper symbolizes our covenant 

relationship with him and the Father, and therefore the "communion" 

referred to above. 

 

6.  A Feast? In 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 we read: "Purge out the old leaven 

[referring particularly to a brazen and unrepentant fornicator to be 

"taken away from among you" of vs.1-6], that ye may be a new lump, 

even as ye are [supposed to be] unleavened. For our Passover also 

hath been sacrificed, even Christ: wherefore let us keep the feast, not 

with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." (Characteristics of the 

Lord's Supper adapted from The Lord‘s Supper, by Cecil Wright) 
 

The Lord‟s Supper and Edification 

In the Bible records of the institution of the Lord‘s Supper, Jesus is said 

to have made remarks as to the significance of each element and to offer 

thanks for each separately before the partaking, which surely is 

appropriate now in our observance of the supper. Appropriate songs 

and/or scripture selections seem in order as a part of such preliminaries 
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to help focus the minds of worshippers on legitimate aspects of 

meditation as they partake.  
 

Special care and thoughtfulness need to be exercised in connection with 

the Lord‘s Supper to make it truly an edifying experience for all 

Christians, but especially for babes in Christ and likewise for non-

members who may be visiting our assembly in which it is observed. It 

should be a highlight of the service as a whole -- not just an appendage 

(or parenthesis, as the case may be) or simply a routine and perfunctory 

performance, and certainly not factually misleading -- as when, for 

instance, God the Father is thanked for the emblems of "thy broken 

body" and "thy shed blood," instead of the body and blood of his Son, as 

sometimes occurs. 
 

Those who preside at the Lord‘s Table and/or offer thanks need to be 

notified previously enough to be prepared in heart and mind to make 

truly edifying remarks, if any, and offer edifying prayers. While public 

prayers are to be directed to God the same as private ones are, at the 

same time they are also intended by God to be edifying to those who 

hear. One may give thanks in such a way that others are "not edified." (1 

Corinthians 14:17) 
 

To be properly edifying, there need not be any straining for effect -- just 

simple, sincere, thoughtful, reverent (but not pompous or oratorical), and 

accurate expressions of sentiment and purpose. This is not the proper for 

generalized prayer or even general thanksgiving, but only for that 

specifically related to what the Lord‘s Supper is intended to symbolize 

and commemorate. 
 

Furthermore, for either comments or prayers to reflect the significance of 

the Lord‘s supper, they need to specify more than the general fact that we 

are to "partake of it worthily," or "in a manner well pleasing" unto God, 

and let it go at that, as in heard to a greater or lesser extent in nearly 

every congregation. How edifying is that to an uninformed person? 

Exactly zero as to what that manner is! 
 

Basic to partaking in a "worthy manner" is "discerning the Lord‘s body" 

(1 Corinthians 11:27-29), and, of course, his shed blood. That means to 

see such with the mind‘s eye. It is impossible to remember anything 

without seeing it mentally, and the supper is to be partaken of truly "in 

remembrance" of Christ (vs.23-25). It should be as easy to express that 

concept specifically in prayer as it is to word the unedifying general 

statements mentioned above. 
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When meditatively partaken of in conjunction with appropriately 

edifying remarks and prayers, the Lord‘s Supper becomes a rich and 

enriching spiritual experience. Otherwise it is mere ritual, without 

genuine benefit spiritually for the individual. It can even be so 

perfunctorily engaged in as to "eat and drink damnation" to oneself -- 

"not discerning the Lord‘s body." (1 Corinthians 11:29, KJV) (The Lord‘s 

Supper and Edification adapted from The Lord‘s Supper, by Cecil Wright) 
 

Brief Historical Overview 
For many centuries, and in many different parts of the world, the Lord's 

Supper continued to be celebrated with great frequency and great 

thanksgiving. ―In many places and by many Christians it was celebrated 

even daily, after apostolic precedent, and according to the very common 

mystical interpretation of the 4th petition of the Lord's Prayer -- 'Give us 

this day our daily bread.'‖ (Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 2 -- Ante-

Nicene Christianity, p. 236)  
 

The Lord's Supper began, "we believe, as a fellowship meal -- the Love 

Feast" (William Barclay, The Lord's Supper, p. 57) The Didache (The 

Teaching of the Lord by the Twelve Apostles to the Gentiles, which was 

written sometime between 70-110 A.D.) also indicates (in chapters 9 & 

14) that the Lord's Supper and the Agape meal were celebrated together. 

However, by the beginning of the 2nd century the Lord's Supper and the 

Agape began to be separated from one another in many places. This was 

due to several factors, primarily: The abuses that were creeping in. (see: 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34; Jude 12; 2 Peter 2:13) (Philip Schaff, History of the 

Christian Church, vol. 2 -- Ante-Nicene Christianity, p. 239)  
 

Scriptures ―indicate sufficiently that in the early centuries of the church's 

existence the frequency of observance was varied, and it was not 

considered a point of contention. The direct teaching of Scripture was "as 

often as," and in the early years this was complied with daily, as well as 

less frequently, with such diverse practices not being made tests of faith 

or fellowship. The Lord said, "As often as," and they took Him at His 

word. It is a fact that the frequency has always varied over the centuries, 

but it was not until much later in history that a specific time was ordained 

by various groups as the only acceptable time to observe the Lord's 

Supper, and thus their preferences and perceptions were made precepts, 

tests of faith, and conditions of fellowship and even salvation.  
 

―Another major characteristic of the early observance of the Lord's 

Supper was its lack of formality and ritualism. It was observed very 

simply and in connection with a fellowship meal (The Agape -- "Love 

Feast" -- Jude 12).‖ (Hastings, Dictionary of the Apostolic Church, vol. 2, p. 68) quoted in 

Brief Historical Overview adapted from The Lord‘s Supper, by Cecil Wright 
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Conclusion 

Christ presented His life and physical body to God as the only sacrifice 

that could atone for man‘s sins. He did not want His family, Christians, 

to ever forget this monumental sacrifice and historical event. Thus He 

established a memorial of the event so man could always be reminded 

that He so loved them He [mans creator] willing came to earth, became 

human as one of His created beings for the purpose of offering His life so 

that man would have the opportunity to be reconciled to God. Therefore, 

Christians should always be thankful for such great love and mercy.  

 

 

VI. Singing Praises Unto the Lord 
 

 
Music and Singing of the Past 

―Singing, the vocal production of musical tones, is so basic to man its 

origins are long lost in antiquity and predate the development of spoken 

language. The voice is presumed to be the original musical instrument, 

and there is no human culture, no matter how remote or isolated, that 

does not sing. Not only is singing ancient and universal, in primitive 

cultures it is an important function associated not so much with 

entertainment or frivolity as with matters vital to the individual, social 

group, or religion. Primitive man sings to invoke his gods with prayers 

and incantations, celebrate his rites of passage with chants and songs, 

and recount his history and heroics with ballads and epics. There are 

even cultures that regard singing as such an awesome act they have 

creation myths relating that they were sung into existence.  

 

―The major early cultures that were sources for Western music each had 

distinguishing musical characteristics that related, in some degree, to 

their respective languages. Experts recognize that a culture's spoken 

language and its musical expression influence each other, but the 

relationship is very complex and not well understood. That modern 

French woodwind players produce a distinctive timbre, that 6/8 metrics 

are nonexistent in Hungarian folksong, and that Western classical vocal 

technique developed in an Italian-speaking region are examples of the 

relationship. 

―It is not known when or where art music--as distinct from folk music--

began, but there is evidence the various Mesopotamian cultures that 

thrived from 3500 to 500 B.C. already considered music an art, and their 

writings mention both professional musicians and liturgical music. It is a 



62 

 

song, the Sumerian Hymn to Creation, dated before 800 B.C., which is 

the oldest notated music extant. 

―Egyptian musical culture existed by the 4th millennium B.C., and music 

was prominent in the social and religious life of the Old Kingdom. 

Egyptian instruments changed significantly as the New Kingdom era 

(1700-1500 B.C.) began [the kings who knew not Joseph]. The change, 

which may have reflected foreign influence, was from delicate timbre 

instruments to louder ones and was surely followed by similar changes in 

singing tone for, over time, a culture's instrumental timbres and vocal 

tone always tend to match. There are many drawings extant showing that 

large choruses and orchestras existed in the New Kingdom. 

―Grecian culture had a highly developed art music that showed signs of 

both a folk music origin and some Egyptian influence. The poetry of 

Sappho (600 B.C.) and others was often sung in contests, with melodies 

and rhythms based on the poetic meters. Singing was associated with all 

forms of literature and with dance. The ode, the dithyramb (a choral 

tribute to Bacchus [ancient Greek god of wine and grapes who inspires ritual 

madness and ecstasy (sensuality)] and the forerunner of tragedy), and the 

drama all employed singers who moved to the rhythm of the music. By 

500 B.C. ventriloquism had been described, and both choruses and solo 

voices were being used in drama. Greek philosophers attached great 

value to music and to its cultural purposes. The PYTHAGOREAN 

SCALE [An eight-tone diatonic scale the Greek mathematician 

Pythagoras (c. 550 B.C.)] created by reordering the tones he derived 

from a circle of fifths and a complex theory of music were developed. 

―The Judaic culture has preserved some melodies that may go back to 

500 B.C. The Psalms of David and the Song of Solomon were sung, and 

we know of an early presence of professional musicians. Both 

responsorial (a soloist answered by the congregation) and antiphonal 

(alternating congregational groups) styles were used in singing the 

Psalms. After the destruction of the Second Temple, in 70 A.D., Jewish 

music became exclusively vocal. As the dispersed and transient Jews 

would learn, the human voice is a readily portable instrument, and 

communal singing serves to bond its participants in both form and 

purpose. Like the Egyptians, Jewish singers may have shared musical 

directions and reminders with hand-signs (CHEIRONOMY). 

Cantillation, the intoning of sacred texts using ancient melodic formulae, 

written with symbols called ta'amim, was an important musical format. 

Jewish prayer chants, which were based on ancient melodic lines and 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_%28male_deity%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecstasy_%28emotion%29


63 

 

often highly ornamented, would have a considerable influence on 

Christian plainchant. 

―What little we know of Roman music shows it to have been derived 

from the Greeks but primarily instrumental and military in nature. Still, 

Seneca (4 B.C. - 64 A.D.) wrote of being disturbed late one night by loud 

sounds coming from a group of singers practicing vocal exercises. 

―Singing was such an important part of early Christian worship that its 

ritual and music developed together and became almost inseparable. It 

borrowed music from other religions and from existing secular tunes and 

slowly developed a form of liturgical chant. It was a style based on 

sinuous melodies (harmonic twists) of limited range, expressed in free, 

unmetered rhythms. These were sung as solos or in unison by 

unaccompanied male voices. The various scale formats in which they 

developed were eventually refined into a complex theoretical system of 

so-called church modes. 

―As the Christian church became organized it tried to suppress 

secularism and secular singing while advancing both itself and its chosen 

musical style--plainchant. As a result, little evidence remains of the 

secular musical activity during the early centuries A.D., and we can more 

easily follow the evolution of singing as it is reflected in the development 

of sacred music, specifically that of the Latin-speaking Roman Church.‖ 
(John Koopman, Professor Emeritus of the Conservatory of Music at Lawrence University, in 
Appleton, Wisconsin-lawrence.edu/fast/koopmajo/antiquity.html) 

 
Jewish Music 

―The history of religious Jewish music is about the cantorial, synagogal, 

and the Temple music from Biblical to Modern times. The earliest 

synagogal music was based on the same system as that used in the 

Temple in Jerusalem. According to the Mishna, the regular Temple 

orchestra consisted of twelve instruments, and the choir of twelve male 

singers. A number of additional instruments were known to the ancient 

Hebrews, though they were not included in the regular orchestra of the 

Temple: the uggav (something like church organ). 

―After the destruction of the Temple and the subsequent diaspora of the 

Jewish people, music was initially banned in Babylon and Persia. This 

had an exception on the Sabbath rest, upon which you are required to 

sing with your family, later, all restrictions were relaxed. However, 

according to Psalm 137, the people lost their rhythm until the Messiah 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diaspora
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
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will come. Originally, It was with the piyyutim (liturgical poems) that 

Jewish music began to crystallize into definite form. The cantor sang the 

piyyutim to melodies selected by their writer or by himself, thus 

introducing fixed melodies into synagogal music. The music may have 

preserved a few phrases in the reading of Scripture which recalled songs 

from the Temple itself (Ashkenazic Jews named this official tune 'trope';) 

but generally it echos the tones and rhythms, in each country and in each 

age, in which the Jews lived, not merely in the actual borrowing of tunes, 

but more in the tonality on which the local music was based.‖ 
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_music) 

Music of Constantine’s Roman Church  

―What did Augustine think of instrumental music? Did he use it? No 

―musical instruments were not used. The pipe, tabret, and harp here 

associate so intimately with the sensual heathen cults, as well as with the 

wild revelries and shameless performances of the degenerate theater and 

circus, it is easy to understand the prejudices against their use in the 

worship‖ (around 354 A.D.  describing the singing at Alexandria under 

Athanasius). Of course, this may or may not have been the situation 

during the 1st century.‖ 
(lavistachurchofchrist.org/LVarticles/AmazingHistoryOfInstrumentalMusic.htm) 

 
Biblical Singing - Old Testament  

The Hebrew words shiyr and shuwr are translated sing and are found 

over 90 times in the Old Testament often in Psalms. Also two other 

Hebrew words, ruwa` and ranan, are translated as shouting, singing, 

crying out, sounding an alarm and making joy. All Old Testament 

references and Hebrew word definitions are listed in the Appendix 6 

page 130. 

      

Come, let us sing (ranan) unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise 

(ruwa`) to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before his presence 

with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise (ruwa`) unto him with 

psalms. (Psalms 95:1-2 KJV) 

Now write down for yourselves this song and teach it to the Israelites 

and have them sing it, so that it may be a witness for me against 

them. When I have brought them into the land flowing with milk and 

honey, the land I promised on oath to their forefathers, and when 

they eat their fill and thrive, they will turn to other gods and worship 

them, rejecting me and breaking my covenant.  (Deuteronomy 31:19-

21) [The word translated sing above is OT: 7892 shiyr (song) but the 

context implies sing.]   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piyyut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazzan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scripture
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Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord and to praise him 

[God] for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of 

the army, saying: "Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures 

forever." (2 Chronicles 20:21-22) 

In the Old Testament most of the singing references relate to expressions 

of praise and gratitude for God‘s blessings, everlasting love and holiness.  

 
Biblical Singing - New Testament 

New Testament references to singing lets us know God‘s New Covenant 

Children are to sing praises to Him. 

 

Colossians 3:12-17 – ―Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and 

dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever 

grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them 

all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 

since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 

thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns 

and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever 

you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.‖  

 

Paul tells the Colossian Christians to ―set your mind,‖ ―put to death … 

your earthly nature‖ and ―let the peace of Christ rule in your heart.‖ The 

emphasis is on one‘s thought process as one expresses his feelings 

toward God. The action is also directed toward teaching and encouraging 

someone else either to individuals in a private setting or to groups when 

assembled together.     

1 Corinthians 14:12-17; 26 – ―Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, 

try to excel in gifts that build up the church, [Christians].  For this 

reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may 

interpret what he says. For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my 

mind is unfruitful. So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I 

will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also 

sing with my mind. If you are praising God with your spirit, how can 

one who finds himself among those who do not understand say 

"Amen" to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are 

saying? You may be giving thanks well enough, but the other man is 

not edified.‖ (NIV) ―So what does this mean, brothers and sisters? 



66 

 

When you gather [an assembled Christian body], each person has a 

psalm, doctrine, revelation, another language, or an interpretation. 

Everything must be done to help each other grow [edify].‖ (GW)  

 

Whatever the action, prayer or song, it must be understandable to those 

present and not a language foreign to them, ecstatic utterance, gibberish 

or unintelligible statement. The attitude and intent of the singing or 

praying is just as or more important than the words sung or expressed. 

 

James 5:10-13 - ―Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of 

suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you 

know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard 

of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought 

about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. Above all, my 

brothers, do not swear — not by heaven or by earth or by anything 

else. Let your "Yes" be yes, and your "No," no, or you will be 

condemned. Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone 

happy? Let him sing songs of praise.‖   

 

Romans 15:7-11 - Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, 

in order to bring praise to God. For I tell you that Christ has become a 

servant of the Jews on behalf of God's truth, to confirm the promises 

made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his 

mercy, as it is written: "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 

I will sing hymns to your name [quoted from 2 Samuel 22:50 and Psalm 

18:49]." Again, it says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people."  And 

again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all 

you peoples [Quoted from Psalm 117:1]."         
 

Happiness and rejoicing mentioned in James and Romans above are 

feelings, emotions and a state of mind in ones inner self. 

 

Hebrews 2:10-12 - In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that 

God, for whom and through whom everything exist, should make the 

author of their salvation perfect [complete] through suffering. Both the 

one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same 

family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. He says, "I will 

declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation I 

will sing your praises [Quoting from Psalm 22:22]." 

 

Ephesians 5:15-20 - Paul in writing to the Ephesian Christians states ―Be 

very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but as wise, making 



67 

 

the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do 

not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk 

on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 

Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 

Singing and making music in your heart to the Lord, always giving 

thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.‖ 

 

Now the phrase ―singing and make music in your heart to the Lord‖ 

refers to some action taking place in the decision making part of one‘s 

body – the inner man, heart or soul with an attitude of adoration, love or 

worship. The part of man that loves, adores and worships. There appears 

to be at least three components to Biblical singing: 

a) Singing and making music – Expressions possibility set to rhythm of 

one‘s feelings and emotions in praising.   

b) In the heart – An understanding of what is sung in sincerity, with 

some emotion, feeling or expression of love and with the desire to 

praise, honor and worship God.  

c) Unto the Lord –The stated action is directed toward God, our creator 

and sustainer, as praise, honor and worship. 

In the gospel of John, Christ defined acceptable worship as an action of 

one‟s inner most being, his heart or mind, rather than some action that 

must occur in a specified  physical location; i.e. ―church building‖ or at 

some designated time when He stated: 
 

―A time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem … true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 

Father seeks.‖ (John 4:21-23) [The word for spirit is pneuma 

NT:4151 -a current of air, by analogy or figuratively, a spirit, the 

rational soul, (by implication) vital principle, mental disposition. 
(Strong‘s Dictionary) Translated in the KJV as ghost, life, spirit and mind.]  

The Old Covenant worship with its animal sacrifices as practiced among 

the Jews, God‘s Old Testament people, occurred in some physical 

location such as the tabernacle or temple and was replaced by a new and 

better covenant by the Death, Burial and Resurrection of Jesus the Christ.  

―The ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant 

of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on 

better promises. For if there had been nothing wrong with that first 
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covenant, no place would have been sought for another. But God found 

fault with the people and said: 

―The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It 

will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I 

took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they 

did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from 

them, declares the Lord.  This is the covenant I will make with 

the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put 

my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be 

their God, and they will be my people.  No longer will a man 

teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the 

Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to 

the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will 

remember their sins no more.‖   

  
―By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and 

what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.‖ [Hebrews 8:6-13 quoting 

from Jeremiah 31:31-34] 

For those in the New Covenant, those in Christ, acceptable worship must 

be ―in spirit and truth‖ [not empty service of types and shadows, 

ceremonies and rites … (but) according to God‘s nature and attributes  

(The Fourfold Gospel, p. 149, McGarvey and Pindleton)] which takes 

place in one‘s inner most being, heart or soul.  

Church leaders may designate a time for Christians to come together to 

encourage and edify one another. But such a gathering is not necessarily 

worship because worship occurs within the person. Therefore man has 

the ability to begin or end his worship. Other people may interfere by 

some external action but it is the individual that is in control of his own 

worship, which can take place in an assembly of Christians or alone by 

one‘s self.  

Some Christians can worship in song in church gatherings designated as 

a ―non-worship time‖ or ―not a worship service‖ when at the same time 

others are being entertained; such as presentations by a school chorus or 

some other group. Since worship occurs in ones heart one can also 

worship while listening to a radio broadcast, a concert performance or a 

music CD whether a cappella or instrumental.  Worship and praise in 

song is an individual action that can occur at any time or any place from 
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one‘s heart based upon knowledge of God‘s will applied in a consistent 

manner and not opinion.  

There are varied opinions as to what constitutes acceptable worship to 

God in song under this New Covenant. One must look beyond opinion or 

belief and interpret it consistently, not arbitrarily.  

The question is which of these varied opinions or interpretation methods, 

if any, are binding on all who are in Christ. When personal opinion, held 

as absolute truth, is used in interpreting the Bible, God‘s will is distorted 

and Christ Body divided. Four interpretation examples are listed below: 

 1. Some believed the Bible must be followed in every detail without 

variance and by doing so one will be saved.  This approach 

indicates one will receive salvation because of complete obedience 

rather the grace and mercy of God. 

2.  Some believed the Bible is a pattern with some but not every detail 

being specified. It is not a set of rigid rules, regulations and laws 

whereby salvation is earned by keeping them.  

3.  Some believed they can vary their method of interpreting the Bible. 

This approach produces inconsistency and allows the meaning to 

change depending upon situations and circumstances as perceived 

by the individual doing the interpreting. 

4.  When the Bible is silent  

a) Some believe a particular action they support is required 

b) Some believe a particular action they support is prohibited 

c) Some believe silence neither requires nor prohibits any action. 

These interpretations lead to varying conclusions about worship in song:  

a. No harmony (only chants) 

b. In unison without four part harmony as is done in some areas of 

Africa and Brazil 

c. Four part harmony as is the practice in most congregations in US 

d. Without any musical instruments (a cappella) 

e. With instruments of music when singing 

f. Spontaneous with little continuity or order 

g. Selected songs by congregation without a specified leader 

h. Song leader or director who is considered a paid performer 

i. Multiple song leaders, group leaders or praise teams for each of the 

parts; base, alto, tenor and soprano. Some think this constitutes 

entertainment even though the same number participate in singing as 

is done with one leader. 

j. Singing must be from memory without songbooks or projection. 
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Entertainment and performances occur when one allows the enjoyment 

of singing and music to override the worshipping of God from one‘s 

heart whether it occurs with or without musical instruments. The focus is 

on how pleasing the sound is to their hearing. Thus they are redirecting 

their thought, mind and heart away from praising God and toward 

pleasing self. Of course, one can have great feelings of awe, reverence, 

honor and praise in worshipping God in song and at the same time enjoy 

and even be edified by the melody and music of other voices praising 

and worshipping God. It is a heart matter.  

 Conclusion 

God is Holy, Righteous, Just and Love. He desires those He created in 

His likeness to love, honor, adore and praise Him. 

Because of the forgiveness of his sins and his being restored to God, 

man should desire to always express his gratitude for forgiveness, 

reconciliation and restoration. Man communicates with God through 

Christ who is the atoning sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin. Song is 

one avenue of communicating to God.  

 God listens to man‘s heart, his attitude, feelings, emotions, and man‘s 

inner being rather than the sound produced by his vocal cords. Jesus put 

it this way in Matthew 15:8-9. ―These people honor me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain.‖ 

 
Summary on Acts of Worship 

 

God‘s grace and mercy has provided the only means for man to be 

forgiven and to be reconciled to God. 

  

Therefore, love, purity, gentleness, justice, mercy and faithfulness – 

God‘s very nature – must be very important for Christians to understand 

in order to be living sacrifices. To become a living sacrifice all new 

creations must grow into the likeness of Christ by feeding on His Word. 

Christians mature by doing good deeds, services and functions, needed 

by the Body, Church.   

  

Christians should so love their Redeemer they will constantly be 

worshipping Him by serving others, assembling together, praying, 

singing, teaching, giving and remembering Christ‘s atoning sacrifice.  
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Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives 

freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who 

has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment! (James 2:12-13) 

 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as 

in Christ God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

 

Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge 

others, you will be judged. (Matthew 7:1-2) 
 
Which are more important to God? 

Beautiful sound of the human voice or expressions of the heart. 

Material things and money given or motive and attitude for giving.  

Words of the song or heartfelt thoughts generated by the song. 

Words of prayer or contrite heart even if unable to speak. 

Sermons given or sermons lived. 

Quest for fame or practice of justice and mercy. 

Partaking of Lord‘s Supper or remembrance of Christ‘s sacrifice, the 

giving of His life on the cross while eating the bread, the loaf, and 

drinking of the fruit of the vine, the cup. 

Criticizing others or glorying in others‘ praise to God. 

Failing to assemble or failing to edify others when assembled. 

Reading the Bible or meditating on Message of the Bible. 

Living a good moral life or living a sacrificial life glorifying God. 

  
What is Pleasing to God? 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5, Jesus identified several actions 

and attitudes that are pleasing to God, by stating ―Blessed‖ indicating 

God is pleased and does the blessing. Those who are: 

Poor in spirit – [those recognizing their own sinfulness and God‘s 

righteousness.] 
 

Mourn – [those unhappy about their spiritual weakness as opposed to those 

unhappy with their physical plight in life.] 
 

Gentle – [those not proud, arrogant or haughty.] 
 

Hunger and thirst for righteousness, – [those who are constantly seeking to 

do what is right and pleasing to God.] 
 

Merciful – [those not judgmental or condemning.]   
 

Pure in Heart –  [those free from every admixture of what is false, 

sincere, free from the admixture or adhesion of anything that soils, 

adulterates, corrupts. (Thayer Greek Lexicon)]  
 

Peacemakers – [those living at peace with their fellowman and helping 

others to do the same.] 
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―What does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.‖ (Micah 6:8)  Jesus did not bless 

but had harsh words for the religious leaders.  ―Woe to you, teachers of 

the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices-

mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important 

matters of the law - justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have 

practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.‖ (Matthew 23:23) 

Conclusion 
 

God is spirit. He is not localized in time or space nor is he an abstract 

force but a being, a spiritual being not wanting that any to perish but all 

have eternal life. Man on the other hand is self-centered, rebellious and 

in need of forgiveness and mercy. All who are convicted in their heart of 

their sinful situation and ultimate eternal death and turn to Christ for 

forgiveness will from their inner being express their gratitude to God by 

a new way of life.  This gratitude and thanksgiving as the motive in their 

heart should permeate all their actions.  
 

Therefore, it is the motive in one‘s heart, the why behind the act, that is 

more important than the act itself as man‘s service (worship) to God 

must be genuine and from their inner most being. If it is not then it is in 

vain. Even the ―five acts of worship‖ and the service acts of worship can 

be unacceptable. Consider: 

 Prayers may be with selfish motives to benefit self 

 Money given for personal reorganization or to meet some budget or 

objective without regard to how it will benefit man or glorify God   

 Songs with words of praise to God are sung because they sound 

good and are pleasing singer and listener with no thought of God. 

 Lessons taught or sermons preached may be done for money while 

those listening may ―hear‖ but never ―do.‖ 

 Lord‘s Supper may be partaken of without considering Christ‘s 

atoning sacrifice and without any thanksgiving for the forgiveness, 

redemption and reconciliation resulting thereof. 

 Good works may be done for self-satisfaction, to promote a civic or 

commercial organization but without compassion or without 

glorifying God recognizing, praising or honoring God 

If the Kingdom of God is truly within you, then your 

character will be one of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

faithfulness, goodness and self-control and your actions will 

reflect this character. 
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Appendix 1 

Definitions of the Bible heart: 

 
The International Standard Bible Dictionary 

1. Various Meanings: It represents in the first place the bodily organ, 

and by easy transition those experiences which affect or are affected by 

the body. Fear, love, courage, anger, joy, sorrow, hatred are always 

ascribed to the heart-especially in the Old Testament; thus courage for 

which usually ruach  is used( Psalms 27:14); joy (Psalms 4:7); anger 

(Deuteronomy 19:6, "while his heart is hot," lebhabh );fear( 1 Samuel 

25:37); sorrow (Psalms 13:2), etc. Hence, naturally it came to stand 

for the man himself (Deuteronomy 7:17; "say in thine heart," Isaiah 

14:13). 

2. Heart and Personality: As representing the man himself, it was 

considered to be the seat of the emotions and passions and appetites 

(Genesis 18:5; Leviticus 19:17; Psalms 104:15), and embraced likewise 

the intellectual and moral faculties-though these are necessarily 

ascribed to the "soul" as well. This distinction is not always observed. 

3. Soul and Heart: "Soul" in Hebrew can never be rendered by "heart"; 

nor can "heart" be considered as a synonym for "soul." Cremer has well 

observed: "The Hebrew nephesh  ("soul") is never translated  kardia 

 ("heart"). .... The range of the Hebrew  nephesh ,to which the Greek

psuche  alone corresponds, differs so widely from the ideas connected 

with psuche ,that utter confusion would have ensued had  psuche been

employed in an unlimited degree for lebh  ("heart"). The Biblical  lebh 

never, like psuche ,denotes the personal subject, nor could it do so. That

which in classical Greek is ascribed to psuche  (a good soul, a just soul,

etc.) is in the Bible ascribed to the heart alone and cannot be otherwise"

(Cremer, Lexicon, article" Kardia," 437 ff, German edition). 

4. Center of Vital Action: In the heart vital action is centered (1 Kings 

21:7). "Heart," except as a bodily organ, is never ascribed to animals, as 

is the case sometimes with nephesh and ruach (Leviticus 17:11, 

nephesh;  Genesis 2:19; Numbers 16:22; Genesis 7:22, rauch). "Heart"

is thus often used interchangeable with these two (Genesis 41:8; Psalms 

86:4; 119:20); but "it never denotes the personal subject, always the 

personal organ."  

 

5. Heart and Mind: As the central organ in the body, forming a focus 

for its vital action, it has come to stand for the center of its moral, 

spiritual, intellectual life. "In particular the heart is the place in which 
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the process of self-consciousness is carried out, in which the soul is at 

home with itself, and is conscious of all its doing and suffering as its 

own" (Oehler). Hence, it is that men of "courage" are called "men of 

the heart"; that the Lord is said to speak "in his heart" (Genesis 8:21); 

that men "know in their own heart" (Deuteronomy 8:5); that "no one 

considereth in his heart' (Isaiah 44:19 the King James Version). "Heart" 

in this connection is sometimes rendered "mind," as in Numbers 16:28 

("of mine own mind," Vulgate (Jerome's Latin Bible, 390 A.D. - 405 

A.D.) ex proprio corde, Septuagint ap' emautou );the foolish "is void of

understanding," i.e. "heart"( Proverbs 6:32, where the Septuagint 

renders phrenon ,Vulgate (Jerome's Latin Bible, 390 A.D. - 405 A.D.) 

cordis, Luther "der ist ein Narr"). God is represented as "searching the 

heart" and "trying the reins" (Jeremiah 17:10 the King James Version). 

Thus, "heart" comes to stand for "conscience," for which there is no 

word in Hebrew, as in Job 27:6, "My heart shall not reproach me," or in 

1 Samuel 24:5, "David's heart smote him"; compare 1 Samuel 25:31. 

From this it appears, in the words of Owen: "The heart in Scripture is 

variously used, sometimes for the mind and understanding, sometimes 

for the will, sometimes for the affections, sometimes for the 

conscience, sometimes for the whole soul. Generally, it denotes the 

whole soul of man and all the faculties of it, not absolutely, but as they 

are all one principle of moral operations, as they all concur in our doing 

of good and evil." 

6. Figurative Senses: The radical corruption of human nature is clearly 

taught in Scripture and brought into connection with the heart. It is 

"uncircumcised" (Jeremiah 9:26; Ezekiel 44:7; compare Acts 7:51); and 

"hardened" (Exodus 4:21); "wicked" (Proverbs 26:23); "perverse" 

(Proverbs 11:20); "godless" (Job 36:13); "deceitful and desperately 

wicked" (Jeremiah 17:9 the King James Version). It defiles the whole 

man (Matthew 15:19-20); resists, as in the case of Pharaoh, the 

repeated call of God (Exodus 7:13). There, however, the law of God is 

written (Romans 2:15); there the work of grace is wrought (Acts 15:9), 

for the "heart" may be "renewed" by grace (Ezekiel 36:26), because the 

"heart" is the seat of sin (Genesis 6:5; 8:21). 

7. Process of Heart Renewal: This process of heart-renewal is 

indicated in various ways. It is the removal of a "stony heart" (Ezekiel 

11:19). The heart becomes "clean" (Psalms 51:10); "fixed" (Psalms 

112:7) through "the fear" of the Lord (verse 1); "With the heart man 

believeth" (Romans 10:10); on the "heart" the power of God is 

exercised for renewal (Jeremiah 31:33). To God the bereaved apostles 

pray as a knower of the heart (Acts 1:24 - a word not known to classical 
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writers, found only here in the New Testament and in Acts 15:8, 

kardiognostes). . thgim htiw sllewd tiripS s'doG "traeh" eht nI 

(Ephesians 3:16, eis ton eso anthropon); in the "heart" God's love is 

poured forth (Romans 5:5). The Spirit of His son has been "sent forth 

into the heart" (Galatians 4:6); the "earnest of the Spirit" has been given 

"in the heart" (2 Corinthians 1:22). In the work of grace, therefore, the 

heart occupies a position almost unique. 

8. The Heart First: We might also refer here to the command, on 

which both the Old Testament and New Testament revelation of love is 

based: "Thou shalt love Yahweh thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy might" (Deuteronomy 6:5); where "heart" 

always takes the first place, and is the term which in the New 

Testament rendering remains unchanged (compare Matthew 22:37; 

Mark 12:30,33; Luke 10:27, where "heart" always takes precedence). 

 

HEART  

New Bible Dictionary  

(Heb. lēb and lēbāb; Gk. kardia). The term is used of the centre of things 

(Dt. 4:11; Jon. 2:3; Mt. 12:40); the root of the Heb. word, which is 

obscure, may mean centre. 

 

The references to the physical organ as such are few and by no means 

specific. The clearest is 1 Sa. 25:37. In 2 Sa. 18:14 and 2 Ki. 9:24 the 

meaning seems to be wider, indicating the internal organs generally, 

especially since, in the former passage, Absalom remained alive after 

three darts had pierced his 'heart'. But this lack of accurate physiological 

definition is typical of Hebrew thought, particularly in respect of the 

internal organs. In Ps. 104:15, for instance, the 'heart' is affected by 

food and drink, and though this may not be true in a direct way 

physiologically, it certainly is true in experience, if one takes the 'heart' 

to mean, as outlined below, the inner man, in a wide sense. 

 

The Hebrews thought in terms of subjective experience rather than 

objective, scientific observation, and thereby avoided the modern error 

of over-departmentalization. It was essentially the whole man, with all 

his attributes, physical, intellectual and psychological, of which the 

Hebrew thought and spoke, and the heart was conceived of as the 

governing centre for all of these. It is the heart which makes a man, or a 

beast, what he is, and governs all his actions (Pr. 4:23). Character, 

personality, will and mind are modern terms which all reflect 

something of the meaning of 'heart' in its biblical usage.  
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H. Wheeler Robinson gives the following classification of the various 

senses in which the words lēb and lēbāb are used. 

a.  Physical or figurative ('midst'; 29 times). 

b.  Personality, inner life or character in general (257 times, e.g. Ex. 

9:14; 1 Sa. 16:7; Gn. 20:5). 

c. Emotional states of consciousness, found in widest range (166 

times); intoxication (1 Sa.25:36); joy or sorrow (Jdg.  18:20; 1 

Sa. 1:8); anxiety (1 Sa. 4:13); courage and fear (Gn. 42:28); love (2 

Sa. 14:1).  

d. Intellectual activities (204 times); attention (Ex. 7:23); reflection 

(Dt. 7:17); memory (Dt. 4:9); understanding (1 Kings. 3:9); 

technical skill (Ex. 28:3) (latter two = 'mind' in RSV).  

e. Volition or purpose (195 times; 1 Sa. 2:35), this being one of the 

most characteristic usages of the term in the OT. 

The NT usage is very similar, and C. Ryder Smith writes of it as 

follows: 'It (the heart) does not altogether lose its physical reference, for 

it is made of "flesh" (2 Cor. 3:3), but it is the seat of the will (e.g. Mk. 

3:5), of the intellect (e.g. Mk. 2:6,8), and of feeling (e.g. Lk. 24:32). This 

means that "heart" comes the nearest of the NT terms to mean "person".' 

There is no suggestion in the Bible that the brain is the centre of 

consciousness, thought or will. It is the heart which is so regarded. 

 

'Mind' is perhaps the closest modern term to the biblical usage of 'heart', 

and many passages in RSV are so translated (e.g. EC. 1:17; Pr. 16:23). The 

'heart' is, however, a wider term, and the Bible does not distinguish the 

rational or mental processes in the way that Gk. philosophy does. 

C. Ryder Smith suggests that: 'The First great Commandment probably 

means "You shall love (agapan) the Lord your God with all your heart— 

that is with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength" (e.g. Mk. 12:30, 33).' 
 

The heart of man does not always do that, however. It is not what it 

should be (Gn. 6:5; Je. 17:9), and the OT reaches its highest point in the 

realization that a change of heart is needed (Je. 24:7; Ezk. 11:19), and 

that, of course, is fulfilled in the NT(Eph. 3:17). 
 

There are the exceptional people whose hearts are right with God (1 

Kings. 15:14; Ps. 37:31; Acts 13:22), though it is obvious from what we 

know of David, the example referred to in the last passage, that this is 

not true in an absolute sense, but that repentance and conversion are still 

necessary (2Ki. 23:25, of Josiah). 
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The right attitude of heart begins with its being broken or crushed (Ps. 

51:17), symbolic of humility and penitence, and synonymous with 'a 

broken spirit' (ruah). This brokenness is necessary because it is the hard 

or stony heart which does not submit to the will of God (Ezk. 11:19). 

Alternatively, it is the 'fat' or 'uncircumcised' heart which fails to 

respond to Yahweh's will (Is. 6:10; Ezk. 44:7). 
 

Yahweh knows the heart of each one and is not deceived by outward 

appearance (1 Sa. 16:7), but a worthy prayer is, nevertheless, that he 

should search and know the heart (Ps. 139:23), and make it clean (Ps. 

51:10). A 'new heart' must be the aim of the wicked (Ezk. 18:31), and 

that will mean that God's law has to become no longer merely external 

but 'written on the heart' and make it clean (Je. 31:33). 
 

Thus it is that the heart, the spring of all desires, must be guarded (Pr. 

4:23), and the teacher aims to win his pupil's heart to the right way (Pr. 

23:26). 
 

It is the pure in heart who shall see God (Mt. 5:8), and it is through 

Christ's dwelling in the heart by faith that the saints can comprehend 

the love of God (Eph. 3:17).  
BIBLIOGRAPHY. A. R. Johnson, The Vitality of the Individual in the Thought of Ancient 
Israel,1949, pp. 77ff.; C. Ryder Smith, The Bible Doc trine of Man, 1951; H. Wheeler 
Robinson, Christian Doctrine of Man, 1911; F. Baumgartel, J. Behm, TDNT 3, pp. 605-
613; H. Koster, TDNT 7, pp. 548-559; T. Sorg, NIDNTT 2, pp. 180-184; H.-H. Esser, 
NIDNTT 2, pp. 599f.(B.O.B) NEW BIBLE DICTIONARY,  Inter-varsity Press, Tyndale 
House Publishers, Inc 

 

Vine's Expository Dictionary 

Leb OT:3820  "heart; mind; midst." Leb and its synonym lebab appear 

860 times in the Old Testament. The law, prophets, and Psalms often 

speak of the "heart." The root occurs also in Akkadian, Assyrian, 

Egyptian, Ugaritic, Aramaic, Arabic, and post-biblical Hebrew. The 

corresponding Aramaic nouns occur seven times in the Book of Daniel. 

 

"Heart" is used first of man in Genesis 6:5: "And God saw that the 

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 

the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." In Genesis 6:6 leb is 

used of God: "And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the 

earth, and it grieved him at his heart." 

"Heart" may refer to the organ of the body: "And Aaron shall bear the 

names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his 

heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place..." Exodus 28:29; "...[Joab] 
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took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart of 

Absalom..." 2 Samuel 18:14; "My heart panteth..." Psalms 38:10. 

Leb may also refer to the inner part or middle of a thing: "...and the 

depths were congealed in the heart of the sea" Exodus 15:8; "...and the 

mountain burned with fire in the midst [RSV, "to the heart"] of heaven..." 

Deuteronomy 4:11, KJV. 

Lebab can be used of (a) the inner man, contrasted to the outer man, as in 

Deuteronomy 30:14: "But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 

and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it" (cf. Joel 2:13); "...man looketh 

on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart" 1 Samuel 

16:7. Lebab is often compounded with "soul" for emphasis, as in 2 

Chronicles 15:12; "And they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord 

God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul" (cf. 2 

Chronicles 15:15). Nepesh ("soul; life; self") is translated "heart" fifteen 

times in the KJV. Each time, it connotes the "inner man": "For as he 

thinketh in his heart [nepesh], so is he" Proverbs 23:7. 

Leb can be used of the (b) man himself or his personality: "Then 

Abraham fell upon his face and laughed, and said in his heart,..." Genesis 

17:17; "...my heart had great experience..." Ecclesiastes 1:16. Leb is also 

used of God in this sense: "And I will give you pastors according to mine 

heart" Jeremiah 3:15. 

The (c) seat of desire, inclination, or will can be indicated by "heart": 

"Pharaoh's heart is hardened..." Exodus 7:14; "...whosoever is of a 

willing heart, let him bring it..." Exodus 35:5; cf. vv. 21,29; "I will praise 

thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart..." Psalms 86:12. Leb is also 

used of God in this sense: "...and I will plant them in this land assuredly 

with my whole heart and with my whole soul" Jeremiah 32:41. Two 

people are said to be in agreement when their "hearts" are right with each 

other: "Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?" 2 Kings 10:15. 

In 2 Chronicles 24:4, "...Joash was minded to repair the house of the 

Lord" (Heb. "had in his heart"). 

The "heart" is regarded as the (d) seat of emotions: "And thou shalt love 

the Lord thy God with all thine heart,..." Deuteronomy 6:5; "...and when 

he [Aaron] seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart" Exodus 4:14; cf. 1 

Samuel 2:1. So there are "merry" hearts Judges 16:25, "fearful" hearts 

Isaiah 35:4, and hearts that "trembled" 1 Samuel 4:13. 

The "heart" could be regarded as the (e) seat of knowledge and wisdom 

and as a synonym of "mind." This meaning often occurs when "heart" 

appears with the verb "to know": "Thus you are to know in your heart..." 
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Deuteronomy 8:5, NASB; and "Yet the Lord hath not given you a heart 

to perceive [know]..." Deuteronomy 29:4, KJV; RSV, "mind". Solomon 

prayed, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy 

people, that I may discern between good and bad..." 1 Kings 3:9; cf. 

4:29. Memory is the activity of the "heart," as in Job 22:22: "...lay up his 

[God's] words in thine heart." 

The "heart" may be the (f) seat of conscience and moral character. How 

does one respond to the revelation of God and of the world around him? 

Job answers: "...my heart shall not reproach me as long as I live" 27:6. 

On the contrary, "David's heart smote him..." 2 Samuel 24:10. The 

"heart" is the fountain of man's deeds: "...in the integrity of my heart and 

innocency of my hands I have done this" Genesis 20:5; cf. v. 6. David 

walked "in uprightness of heart" 1 Kings 3:6 and Hezekiah "with a 

perfect heart" Isaiah 38:3 before God. Only the man with "clean hands, 

and a pure heart" Psalms 24:4 can stand in God's presence. 

Leb may refer to the (g) seat of rebellion and pride. God said: "...for the 

imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth" Genesis 8:21. Tyre is 

like all men: "Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a 

God" Ezekiel 28:2. They all become like Judah, whose "sin... is graven 

upon the table of their heart" Jeremiah 17:1. 

God controls the "heart." Because of his natural "heart," man's only hope 

is in the promise of God: "A new heart also will I give you,... and I will 

take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 

flesh" Ezekiel 36:26. So the sinner prays: "Create in me a clean heart, O 

God" Psalms 51:10; and "...unite my heart [give me an undivided heart] 

to fear thy name" Psalms 86:11. Also, as David says, "I know also, my 

God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness" 1 

Chronicles 29:17. Hence God's people seek His approval: "...try my reins 

and my heart" Psalms 26:2.  

Summarized as: 

(a) the inner man 

(b) man himself or his personality 

(c) seat of desire, inclination, or will 

(d) seat of emotions 

(e) seat of knowledge and wisdom (mind) 

(f) seat of conscience and moral character 

(g) seat of rebellion and pride 

 

The "heart" stands for the inner being of man, the man himself. As 

such, it is the fountain of all he does Proverbs 4:4. All his thoughts, 

desires, words, and actions flow from deep within him. Yet a man cannot 
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understand his own "heart" Jeremiah 17:9. As a man goes on in his own 

way, his "heart" becomes harder and harder. But God will circumcise 

(cut away the uncleanness of) the "heart" of His people, so that they will 

love and obey Him with their whole being Deuteronomy 30:6.  

 

Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary 

The inner self that thinks, feels, and decides. In the Bible the word heart 

has a much broader meaning than it does to the modern mind. The heart 

is that which is central to man. Nearly all the references to the heart in 

the Bible refer to some aspect of human personality. 

 

In the Bible all emotions are experienced by the heart: love and hate 

(Psalms 105:25; 1 Peter 1:22); joy and sorrow (Ecclesiastes 2:10; John 

16:6); peace and bitterness (Ezekiel 27:31; Colossians 3:15); courage 

and fear (Genesis 42:28; Amos 2:16). 

The thinking processes of man are said to be carried out by the heart. 

This intellectual activity corresponds to what would be called mind in 

English. Thus, the heart may think (Esther 6:6), understand (Job 

38:36), imagine (Jeremiah 9:14), remember (Deuteronomy 4:9), be 

wise (Proverbs 2:10), and speak to itself (Deuteronomy 7:17). 

Decision-making is also carried out by the heart. Purpose (Acts 11:23), 

intention (Hebrews 4:12), and will (Ephesians 6:6) are all activities of 

the heart. 

Finally, heart often means someone's true character or personality. 

Purity or evil (Jeremiah 3:17; Matthew 5:8), sincerity or hardness 

(Exodus 4:21; Colossians 3:22); and maturity or rebelliousness 

(Psalms 101:2; Jeremiah 5:23) - all these describe the heart or true 

character of individuals. God knows the heart of each person (1 Samuel 

16:7). Since a person speaks and acts from his heart, he is to guard it 

well (Proverbs 4:23; Matthew 15:18-19). The most important duty of 

man is to love God with the whole heart (Matthew 22:37). With the 

heart man believes in Christ and so experiences both love from God 

and the presence of Christ in his heart (Romans 5:5; 10:9-10; Ephesians 

3:17).                       

Fausset's Bible Dictionary 

Often including the intellect as well as the affections and will; as 

conversely the "mind" often includes the feeling and will as well as the 

intellect. Romans 1:21, "their foolish heart was darkened." Ephesians 

1:18, "the eyes of your understanding (the Vaticanus manuscript; but 

the Sinaiticus and Alexandrinus manuscripts 'heart') being enlightened." 

Thus, the Scripture implies that the heart and the head act and react on 
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one another; and in men's unbelief it is the will that perverts the 

intellectual perceptions. John 7:17, "if any man be willing to (Greek) 

do, he shall know." "Willingness to obey" is the key to spiritual 

knowledge. See Jeremiah 17:9; Hosea 7:11, "Ephraim is like a silly 

dove without heart," i.e. moral understanding. 

 

Easton's Bible Dictionary 

According to the Bible, the heart is the centre not only of spiritual 

activity, but of all the operations of human life. "Heart" and "soul" are 

often used interchangeably (Deuteronomy 6:5; 26:16; comp. Matthew 

22:37; Mark 12:30,33), but this is not generally the case. 

The heart is the "home of the personal life," and hence a man is 

designated, according to his heart, wise (1 Kings 3:12, etc.), pure (Psalms 

24:4; Matthew 5:8, etc.), upright and righteous (Genesis 20:5,6; Psalms 

11:2; 78:72), pious and good (Luke 8:15), etc. In these and such passages 

the word "soul" could not be substituted for "heart." 

The heart is also the seat of the conscience (Romans 2:15). It is naturally 

wicked (Genesis 8:21), and hence it contaminates the whole life and 

character (Matthew 12:34; 15:18; comp. Ecclesiastes 8:11; Psalms 73:7). 

Hence the heart must be changed, regenerated (Ezekiel 36:26; 11:19; 

Psalms 51:10-14), before a man can willingly obey God. 

The process of salvation begins in the heart by the believing reception of 

the testimony of God, while the rejection of that testimony hardens the 

heart (Psalms 95:8; Proverbs 28:14; 2 Chronicles 36:13).  

 

"Hardness of heart evidences itself by light views of sin; partial 

acknowledgment and confession of it; pride and conceit; ingratitude; 

unconcern about the word and ordinances of God; inattention to divine 

providences; stifling convictions of conscience; shunning reproof; 

presumption, and general ignorance of divine things."                                                            

 

Hebrew (OT) and Greek (NT) Lexicon definitions 

Heart  

 OT:3824  lebab — (Brown Driver & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon) 

the inner man, the mind, the will, the heart, the soul, understanding 

inner part, the midst 

1) the midst (of things) 

2) the heart (of man) 

3) the soul, the heart (of man) 

4) the mind, knowledge, the thinking, reflection, the memory 

5) inclination, resolution, determination (of will) 
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6) the conscience 

7) the heart (of moral character) 

8) as the seat of the appetites 

9) as the seat of the emotions and the passions 

10)  as the seat of the courage  

 

NT:2588 kardia, kardias, —  (Thayer's Greek Lexicon)  

1.  properly, that organ in the animal body which is the center of   

the circulation of the blood, and hence, was regarded as the 

seat of physical life: 2 Samuel 18:14  

2. universally, kardia denotes the seat and center of all physical

and spiritual life 

a.  the vigor and sense of physical life (Psalms 102:4) 

b.  the center and seat of spiritual life, the soul or mind, as it is the 

fountain and seat of the thoughts, passions, desires, appetites, 

affections, purposes, endeavors 
a. universally: Matthew 5:8 

b. specifically, of the understanding, the faculty and seat 

of intelligence 

g. of the will and character: 

d. of the soul so far forth as it is affected and stirred in   

     a bad way or good, or of the soul as the seat of the     

     sensibilities, affections, emotions, desires, appetites,   

     passions: Luke 24:32 

e. of a soul conscious of good or bad deeds (our  

    conscience): 1 John 3:20f 

3. used of the middle or central or inmost part of anything, even 

though inanimate: Matthew 12:40 

 

Might / Mind 

OT:3966  me`od — (Strong's Numbers and Concordance) 

properly, vehemence, i.e. (with or without preposition) vehemently; 

by implication, wholly, speedily, etc. (often with other words as an 

intensive or superlative; especially when repeated): 
 

NT:1271 dianoia, dianoias —  (Thayer's Greek Lexicon)  

1. the mind as the faculty of understanding, feeling, desiring: 

Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:30 

2. understanding: 1 John 5:20 

3. mind, i.e. spirit Colossians 1:21 

4. thought; Ephesians 2:3 
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Soul 

OT:5315  nephesh — (Brown Driver & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon) 

a soul, self, life, a creature, a person, an appetite, a mind, a living 

being, a desire, an emotion, a passion 

a) what breathes, the breathing substance or being, a soul, the inner 

being of man 

b) a living being 

c) a living being (with life in the blood) 

d) the man himself, a self, a person or an individual 

e) the seat of the appetites 

f) the seat of emotions and passions 

g) the activity of mind (uncertain) 

h) the activity of the will (uncertain) 

i)  the activity of the character (uncertain)  

     

NT:5590 psuchee, psuchees —  (Thayer's Greek Lexicon)  

 1.  breath 

a. the breath of life; the vital force which animates the body 

and shows itself in breathing: Acts 20:10 

b. life: Matthew 6:25 

c.  that in which there is life; a living being: psuchee zoosa,

a living soul, 1 Corinthians 15:45 

 2.  the soul 

a. the seat of the feelings, desires, affections, aversions  

b. the (human) soul in so far as it is so constituted that by the 

right use of the aids offered it by God it can attain its highest 

end and secure eternal blessedness, the soul regarded as a 

moral being designed for everlasting life: 3 John 2 

c. the soul as an essence which differs from the body and is 

not dissolved by death Matthew 10:28 

 

Webster and Wikipedia definitions 

Brain — The brain monitors and regulates the body's actions and 

reactions. It continuously receives sensory information, and rapidly 

analyzes this data and then responds, controlling bodily actions and 

functions. The brainstem controls breathing, heart rate, and other 

autonomic processes. The neocortex is the center of higher-order 

thinking, learning, and memory. The cerebellum is responsible for the 

body's balance, posture, and the coordination of movement. (Wikipedia) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brainstem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neocortex
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cerebellum
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Intellect —  a : the power of knowing as distinguished from the power to 

feel and to will : the capacity for knowledge  b : the capacity for rational 

or intelligent thought especially when highly developed. (Merriam-Webster) 

 

Mind — The aspect of intellect and consciousness experienced as 

combinations of thought, perception, memory, emotion, will and 

imagination, including all unconscious cognitive processes. The term is 

often used to refer, by implication, to the thought processes of reason. 

Mind manifests itself subjectively as a stream of consciousness. 

(Wikipedia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intellect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intellect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consciousness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thought
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perception
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emotion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_will
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imagination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognitive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reason
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subjectivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stream_of_consciousness_%28psychology%29
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Appendix 2 

Heart  
 

Below are most references in regard to heart [kardia] in New Testament   

Translated as                                                    Location                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

pure Matthew 5:8 

lust  Matthew 5:28 

think evil     Matthew 9:4 

waxed gross     Matthew 13:15 

evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, thefts, 

fornications,  false witness, blasphemies  

Matthew 15:19 

forgive your hearts  Matthew 18:35 

love   Matthew 22:37 

reasoning     Mark 2:6, 8   

hardness of their hearts  Mark 3:5, 6:52, 8:17 

evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders Mark 7:21    

doubt     Mark 11:23 

love  Mark 12:30, 33 

imagination of their hearts  Luke 1:51 

pondered  Luke 2:19 

thoughts     Luke 2:35 

mused     Luke 3:15 

reason     Luke 5:22 

an honest and good  Luke 8:15 

thought     Luke 9:47 

love  Luke 10:27 

For where your treasure is     Luke 12:34 

God knows your hearts     Luke 16:15 

hearts overcharged with cares of this life Luke 21:34 

slow of heart to believe     Luke 24:25 

heart burn within us     Luke 24:32 

thoughts arise in your hearts     Luke 24:38 

hardened their heart  John 12:40 

betray     John 13:2 

troubled  John 14:1, 27 

sorrow filled heart  John 16:6 

heart shall rejoice    John 16:22, Acts 2:26 

pricked in     Acts 2:37 

singleness of heart    Acts 2:46 

one heart     Acts 4:32 

heart to lie     Acts 5:3 

conceived this thing in thine heart?     Acts 5:4 

came into his heart to visit     Acts 7:23 

hearts turned     Acts 7:39 
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stiffnecked in heart - resist     Acts 7:51 

were cut to the heart     Acts 7:54 

heart is not right in the sight of God     Acts 8:21 

thought of heart may be forgiven     Acts 8:22 

purpose to cleave unto the Lord Acts 11:23 

a man after mine own heart    Acts 13:22 

Hearts filled with food and gladness     Acts 14:17 

purifying their hearts by faith   Acts 15:9 

opened heart     Acts 16:14 

broken heart     Acts 21:13 

heart waxed gross    Acts 28:27 

foolish heart darkened     Romans 1:21 

lusts of their own hearts     Romans 1:24 

hardness and impenitent heart     Romans 2:5 

work of the law written in their hearts     Romans 2:15 

love of God is shed abroad in our hearts     Romans 5:5 

obeyed from the heart     Romans 6:17 

heart searched     Romans 8:27 

sorrow in my heart     Romans 9:2 

heart's desire     Romans 10:1 

The word is in thy heart     Romans 10:8 

believe in     Romans 10:9 

with the heart man believes   Romans 10:10 

hearts deceived  Romans 16:18 

stedfast in his heart     1 Corinthians 7:37 

secrets of his heart made manifest  1 Corinthians 14:25 

earnest of the Spirit in our hearts 2 Corinthians 1:22 

anguish of      2 Corinthians 2:4 

epistle of Christ written in fleshy heart     2 Corinthians 3:3 

veiled  2 Corinthians 3:15 

mouth open and heart enlarged  2 Corinthians 6:11 

Purpose in his heart     2 Corinthians 9:7 

God sent the Spirit of his Son into hearts     Galatians 4:6 

 understanding [heart]  being enlightened  Ephesians 1:18 

Christ dwells in your hearts by faith     Ephesians 3:17 

blindness of their heart:     Ephesians 4:18 

making melody in your heart     Ephesians 5:19 

singleness of your heart     Ephesians 6:5 

comfort your hearts Ephesians 6:22 

peace of God, shall keep your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus    

Philippians 4:7 

 

hearts might be comforted     Colossians 2:2 

peace of God rule in your hearts     Colossians 3:15 

grace in your hearts  Colossians 3:16 

singleness of heart Colossians 3:22 
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comfort your hearts   Colossians 4:8 

God, tries our hearts 1 Thessalonians 2:4 

Comfort your hearts     2 Thessalonians 2:17 

Lord direct Christians hearts in love of God  2 Thessalonians 3:5 

pure heart     1 Timothy 1:5,  

2 Timothy 2:22 

Hard hearts     Hebrews 3:8, 15; 4:7 

err in their heart     Hebrews 3:10 

evil heart of unbelief     Hebrews 3:12 

thoughts and intents of the heart     Hebrews 4:12 

laws put into their hearts, and minds  Hebrews 10:10, 16 

true     Hebrews 10:22 

established with grace     Hebrews 13:9 

deceive his own heart  James 1:26 

envying and strife in your hearts   James 3:14 

purify your hearts     James 4:8 

nourished your hearts     James 5:5 

pure heart      1 Peter 1:22 

sanctify the Lord God      1 Peter 3:15 

star arise in your hearts     2 Peter 1:19 

exercised with covetous practices     2 Peter 2:14 

heart condemn        1 John 3:20, 21 

God put in their hearts to fulfill his will   Revelation 17:17 
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Appendix 3 

Additional references on Christian Living and Serving 
 

Romans 

12:3-8 Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 

think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of 

faith God has given you.  Just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in 

Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 

the others.   We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. 

       If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  

If it is serving, let him serve; 

If it is teaching, let him teach;  

If it is encouraging, let him encourage; 

If it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously     

If it is leadership, let him govern diligently;  

If it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

 

12:9-19 Love must be sincere.  

        Hate what is evil; cling to what is good   

        Be devoted to one another in brotherly love 

 Honor one another above yourselves 

 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 

       serving the Lord  

 Be joyful in hope  

 Patient in affliction 

 Faithful in prayer 

 Share with God's people who are in need 

 Practice hospitality  

 Bless those who persecute you - Bless and do not curse  

 Rejoice with those who rejoice - Mourn with those who mourn  

 Live in harmony with one another 

 Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of 

      low position  

 Do not be conceited  

 Do not repay anyone evil for evil  

 Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of every body  

 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

     everyone  

 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath     
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13:8-10 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 

love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 

The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do 

not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may 

be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself."   

Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of 

the law. [So Christ fulfilled the Law. rd] 

 

14:1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 

disputable matters. [Disputable matter is one‘s personal opinion. rd] 

 

16:17 I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions 

and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you 

have learned. Keep away from them. [Do not participate with them. rd] 

 

16:19 But I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent 

about what is evil.  

 

1 Corinthians 

1:10 All of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions 

among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 
[Stop quarreling about your personal interpretation. rd] 

 

4:4-5 It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the 

appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is 

hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. 

 

5:3-5 And I have already passed judgment on the one who did this, just 

as if I were present. When you are assembled in the name of our Lord 

Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is 

present, hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be 

destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord. 

 

5:9-10 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually 

immoral people [Christians - rd] - not at all meaning the people of this 

world who are immoral, the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters.   

 

5:11 I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who 

calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater 

or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even 

eat. [Refer to Romans 16:17 above] 
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5:12-13 Are you not to judge those inside? God will judge those outside. 

"Expel the wicked man from among you."    

  

8:9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not 

become a stumbling block to the weak. 

 

9:14 The Lord has commanded that those who preach (proclaim ESV) 

the gospel should receive their living from the gospel [evangelizing- rd]. 

 

10:14 Flee from idolatry. 

 

11:23-26 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 

Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; 

do this in remembrance of Me."  In the same way, after supper He took 

the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."  For whenever you eat 

this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 

comes. [Does this mean only on Sunday or anytime one partakes he is to 

remember Christ death, burial and resurrection? – rd] 
 

11:28-29 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread 

and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 

recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

 

11:33-34 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for 

each other. If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you 

meet together it may not result in judgment.  

 

14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially 

the gift of prophecy. 

 

14:26 When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of 

instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must 

be done for the strengthening of the church. 

 

14:39-40 Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid 

speaking in tongues. But everything should be done in a fitting and 

orderly way. 
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15:33-34 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 

Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are 

some who are ignorant of God – I say this to your shame. 

16:1-2 Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of 

every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 

keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections 

will have to be made. 

 

16:13-14   Be on your guard; 

                 Stand firm in the faith;  

                 Be men of courage;  

                 Be strong.  

                 Do everything in love. 

 

2 Corinthians 

6:14-17 Do not be yoked (being so connected as to be compelled to 

walk together in such a manner that the walk and conduct of one is 

necessarily influenced by the walk and conduct of the other) together 

with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 

common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What 

harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have 

in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is there between the 

temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As 

God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be 

their God, and they will be my people. ‗Therefore come out from them 

and be separate, says the Lord‘.‖  

 

7:1 Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and 

spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.  

 

8:3-5 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 

beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with 

us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  And they did 

not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 

then to us in keeping with God's will 
 

9:6-8 Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give 

what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  God is able to make all 

grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work. 
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10:17 "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."  For it is not the one 

who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord 

commends.  

 

13:11 Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in 

peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one 

another with a holy kiss.  

 

Galatians 

5:1 Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 

yoke of slavery.  

 

5:16-17 Live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 

sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, 

and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. 

 

6:1 If someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore 

him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 

 

6:6 Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good 

things with his instructor. 

 

6:7-8 A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful 

nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please 

the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

 

Ephesians 

5:8-11 Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all 

goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.  

Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose 

them 

 

5:18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be 

filled with the Spirit 
 

5:19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing 

and make music in your heart to the Lord, Always giving thanks to God 

the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  

 

5:22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 
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5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and 

gave himself up for her.  

 

5:28 Husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. 

 

6:1-3 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor 

your father and mother - which is the first commandment with a promise.  

 

6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; Bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord.  

 

6:5-6 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with 

sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.  Obey them not only to 

win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing 

the will of God. 

 

6:9 Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, 

since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, 

and there is no favoritism with him. 

 

6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the 

full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's 

schemes. 

 

6:12-18 Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the 

full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able 

to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand 

firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 

breastplate of righteousness in place and with your feet fitted with the 

readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take 

up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God.  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 

with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 

always keep on praying for all the saints.  

 

Philippians 

1:9-11 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 

more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to 

discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of 
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Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 

Christ. 

 

1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 

gospel of Christ. 

 

1:27-28 Stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of 

the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose 

you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will 

be saved. 

 

2:1-2 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if 

any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any 

tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 

 

2:12 You have always obeyed-not only in my presence, but now much 

more in my absence, continue to work out your salvation with fear 

and trembling,  

 

3:2-3 Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators 

of the flesh. For it is: We who are the circumcision, we who worship by 

the Spirit of God, [we] who glory in Christ Jesus, and [we] who put no 

confidence in the flesh. 

 

3:13-16 Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I 

press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature should take such a 

view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too 

God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have already 

attained.  

 

3:17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, Take note of 

those who live according to the pattern we gave you.  

 

4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

 

4: If anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things 

      Whatever is true 

      Whatever is noble  

      Whatever is right  

      Whatever is pure  
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      Whatever is lovely  

      Whatever is admirable. 

 

4:9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen 

in me – put it into practice. 

 

Colossians 

2:2-3 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in 

love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in 

order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom 

are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

 

2:6-7 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live 

in him,  
        Rooted and built up in him,   

        Strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 

        Overflowing with thankfulness.  

 

2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and 

deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic 

principles of this world rather than on Christ.  

 

2:18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of 

angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail 

about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle 

notions. 

 

3:18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord, 

 

3:19 Husbands love your wives and do not be harsh with them.  

 

3:20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  

 

3:21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become 

discouraged. 

 

3:22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only 

when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of 

heart and reverence for the Lord. 

 

4:1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you 

know that you also have a Master in heaven.  
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1 Thessalonians 

1:8 The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and 

Achaia-your faith in God has become known everywhere.  

 

4:9-10 Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you 

yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you 

do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, 

brothers, to do so more and more. 

 

4:11-12 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own 

business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your 

daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be 

dependent on anybody. 

 

4:12-13 Respect those who work hard among you, who are over you 

in the Lord and who admonish you.  Hold them in the highest regard in 

love because of their work. 

 

5:14 We urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the 

timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  
 

5:15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always 

try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 
 

5:19 Do not put out the Spirit's fire. 

 

5:20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt. 

 

2 Thessalonians 

2:15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed 

on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.  

 

3:6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to 

keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live 

according to the teaching you received from us. 

 

3:14-15 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take 

special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may 

feel ashamed.  Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as 

a brother.  

 

1 Timothy 
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2:8 I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without 

anger or disputing.  

 

2:9-10 I also want women to dress modestly, [well-arranged, seemly 

(Thayer‘s Greek Lexicon) orderly, decorous (Strong‘s Concordance with 

Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary)] with decency and propriety, not 

with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good 

deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 

 

2:11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 

 

2:12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a 

man; she must be silent. 

 

4:1-6 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the 

faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such 

teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been 

seared as with a hot iron. They forbid people to marry and order them to 

abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with 

thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. For 

everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 

received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God 

and prayer.  If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a 

good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of 

the good teaching that you have followed.   

 

4:7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, 

train yourself to be godly. 

 

4:9-10 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance (and for 

this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, 

who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.  

 

4:13 Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching 

[many other translation (ESV, NKJV, YLT have exhortation] and to teaching. 

 

4:14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic 

message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.  

 

5:1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were 

your father. 
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5:1-2 Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and 

younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.  

 

5:3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. 

 

5:16 If any woman who is a believer has widows in her family, she 

should help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that 

the church can help those widows who are really in need.  

 

5:17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy 

of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 

 

5:19-20 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is 

brought by two or three witnesses. Those who sin are to be rebuked 

publicly, so that the others may take warning.  

 

5:21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect 

angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do 

nothing out of favoritism.  

 

5:22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the 

sins of others. Keep yourself pure.  

 

6:1 All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters 

worthy of full respect, so that God's name and our teaching may not be 

slandered. 

 

6:2 Those who have believing masters are not to show less respect for 

them because they are brothers. Instead, they are to serve them even 

better, because those who benefit from their service are believers, and 

dear to them. These are the things you are to teach and urge on them.  

 

6:6-7 But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 

nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 

 

6:9-10 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and 

into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and 

destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 

people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs.  
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6:12-14 Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you 

made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  In the 

sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who 

while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge 

you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

6:17-19  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 

arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put 

their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to 

be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure 

for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may 

take hold of the life that is truly life.  

 

6:20 Guard what has been entrusted to your care. 

 

2 Timothy 

1:6-7 Fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying 

on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit 

of power, of love and of self-discipline.  

 

1:8 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord,  

 

1:13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound 

teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 

 

1:14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you – guard it with the 

help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.  

 

2:1-3 Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things you 

have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable 

men who will also be qualified to teach others.  

 

2:14 Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God 

against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those 

who listen. 

 

2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 

workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles 

the word of truth. 
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2:16-17 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will 

become more and more ungodly.  Their teaching will spread like 

gangrene. 

 

2:22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, 

love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure 

heart. 

 

2:24-25 And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be 

kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.  Those who oppose him he 

must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance 

leading them to a knowledge of the truth. 

 

3:1-5 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  People 

will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 

disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, 

unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 

good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 

of God – having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have 

nothing to do with them.  

 

3:14 Continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 

of, because you know those from whom you learned it. 

 

4:5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the 

work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.  

 

Titus 

1:10-12 For there are many rebellious people, mere talkers and 

deceivers, especially those of the circumcision group. They must be 

silenced, because they are ruining whole households by teaching things 

they ought not to teach-and that for the sake of dishonest gain.  Even one 

of their own prophets has said, "Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy 

gluttons." Rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the 

faith and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the commands of 

those who reject the truth.  To the pure, all things are pure, but to those 

who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their 

minds and consciences are corrupted.  They claim to know God, but by 

their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit 

for doing anything good.  

 

2:1 You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 
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2:2 Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-

controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.  

 

2:3-5 Teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to 

be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good.  Then 

they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, to 

be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be 

subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.  

 

2:6 Encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 

 

2:7-8 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your 

teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot 

be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because 

they have nothing bad to say about us 

 

2:9-10 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to 

please them, not to talk back to them, and not to steal from them, but to 

show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make 

the teaching about God our Savior attractive.  

 

3:9 Avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and 

quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless. 

 

3:10-11 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. 

After that, have nothing to do with him. You may be sure that such a 

man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.  

 

3:14 Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, 

in order that they may provide for daily necessities and not live 

unproductive lives.  

 

Hebrews 
2:1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have 

heard, so that we do not drift away. 

 

3:6 But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we are His 

house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.  

 

3:12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 

heart that turns away from the living God.  
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3:14 We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end 

the confidence we had at first.  

 

4:1Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be 

careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 

 

4:11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no 

one will fall by following their example of disobedience.  

 

4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through 

the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 

profess. 
 

4:16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  

 

6:4-6 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who 

have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who 

have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the 

coming age if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because 

to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and 

subjecting him to public disgrace. 

 

6:10-12 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love 

you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to 

help them.  We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very 

end, in order to make your hope sure.  

 

10:23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who 

promised is faithful. 

 

12:1 Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 

entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

 

12:3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so 

that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

 

12:15 See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter 

root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 
 

12:16-17 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, 

who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son.  
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Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was 

rejected. He could bring about no change of mind, though he sought the 

blessing with tears. 

 

13:2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people 

have entertained angels without knowing it. 

 

13:3 Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, 

and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.  

 

13:4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept 

pure. 

 

13:7-8 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. 

Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  

 

13:9 Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is 

good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace 

 

13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep 

watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that 

their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage 

to you.  

 

James 

1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops 

perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 

mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

 

1:5-8  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  But 

when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is 

like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should 

not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded 

man, unstable in all he does. 

 

1:13-15 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For 

God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one 

is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and 
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enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 

sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  
 

1:19-20  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 

become angry, for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life 

that God desires. 

 

1:21 Get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly 

accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  

 

1:26 If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight 

rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 

 

2:8-10 Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right.  But if you 

show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.  

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 

guilty of breaking all of it.  

 

2:12-13 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law 

that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to 

anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!  

 

3:13-14 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by 

his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  

But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 

boast about it or deny the truth. 

 

3:17-18 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 

then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good 

fruit, impartial and sincere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a 

harvest of righteousness.  

 

4:7-8 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you 
 

4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  

 

4:11 Brothers, do not slander one another. 

 

5:1-6 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery 

that is coming upon you.  Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten 

your clothes.  Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will 
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testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth 

in the last days.  Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who 

mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters 

have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.  You have lived on earth in 

luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of 

slaughter.  You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were 

not opposing you.  

 

5:12 Above all, my brothers, do not swear-not by heaven or by earth or 

by anything else. Let your "Yes" be yes, and your "No," no, or you will 

be condemned. 

 

5:13 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. 

 

5:13 Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 

 

5:14 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to 

pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

 

5:19-20 If one of you should wander from the truth and someone should 

bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error 

of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of 

sins.  

 

1 Peter 

1:13 Set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus 

Christ is revealed. 

 

1:17-19 Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work 

impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.  For you 

know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that 

you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you 

from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 

without blemish or defect. 
 

1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so 

that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, 

from the heart. 

 

2:12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 

you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on 

the day He visits us.  
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2:16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for 

evil; live as servants of God. 

 

2:18-19 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not 

only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are 

harsh.  For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of 

unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 

 

3:1-2 Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if 

any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without 

words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and 

reverence of your lives. 

 

3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your 

wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with 

you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.  

 

3:14 Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened. 

 

4:1-3 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also 

with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done 

with sin. As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil 

human desires, but rather for the will of God.  

 

4:7 Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can 

pray. 

 

4:10  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 

others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 

 

4:11a If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words 

of God. 

 

4:12-14 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 

suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  But 

rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 

may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because 

of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God 

rests on you. 

 

4:16-17 If you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise 

God that you bear that name.  For it is time for judgment to begin with 
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the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for 

those who do not obey the gospel of God?  

 

5:1-4 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of 

Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be 

revealed:  Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as 

overseers-not because you must, but because you are willing, as God 

wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it 

over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when 

the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will 

never fade away. 

 

5:5a Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. 

 

5:5b Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 

"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."    

 

5:6-7 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he 

may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he 

cares for you.  

 

5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 

 

5:9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your 

brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings.  

 

2 Peter 

1:5-9 Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 

perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly 

kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.  For if you possess these 

qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 

ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, 

and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.  

 

1:10-11 Be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. 

For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a 

rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 
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1:19-21 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and 

you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.  

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 

about by the prophet's own interpretation.  For prophecy never had 

its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

 

2:1-3 There will be false teachers among you. They will secretly 

introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them-bringing swift destruction on themselves.  Many will follow 

their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute.  In 

their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made 

up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their 

destruction has not been sleeping.  

 

3:2 Recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the 

command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.  

 

3:3 You must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 

scoffing and following their own evil desires. 

 

3:8-9 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day 

is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord 

is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.  

 

1 John 

 2:24-25 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in 

you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.  And 

this is what He promised us-even eternal life.  

 

2:28 And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears 

we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. 

 

3:3 Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 

pure.  

 

3:6 No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. 
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3:7-8 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does 

what is right is righteous, just as He is righteous. He who does what is 

sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the 

beginning. 

 

3:9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin. 

 

3:10 Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is 

anyone who does not love his brother. 

 

3:13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 

 

3:15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that 

no murderer has eternal life in him.  

 

3:17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but 

has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 

 

3:21-24 If our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 

and receive from Him anything we ask, because we obey His commands 

and do what pleases Him.  And this is His command: to believe in the 

name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He 

commanded us.  Those who obey His commands live in Him, and He 

in them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: We know it by the 

Spirit He gave us.  

  

4:1-3 Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 

they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 

world.  This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but 

every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the 

spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 

already in the world.  

 

4:7-8 Let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 

loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love 

does not know God, because God is love. 

 

4:11-12 God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has 

ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love 

is made complete in us.  
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4:15-16 5 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God 

lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God 

has for us.  

 

4:20-21 For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, 

cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  And he has given us this 

command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

 

5:1-2 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and 

everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.  This is how we 

know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying 

out his commands. 

 

5:10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his 

heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, 

because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 

 

5:13-15 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the 

confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to His will, he hears us. And if we know that He hears us-

whatever we ask-we know that we have what we asked of Him.  

 

5:16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, 

he should pray and God will give him life. 

 

5:18 Anyone born of God does not continue to sin. 

 

2 John 

5-6 We love one another.  And this is love: that we walk in obedience 

to His commands. As you have heard from the beginning, His command 

is that you walk in love.  

 

8 Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that 

you may be rewarded fully. 

 

9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of 

Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both 

the Father and the Son. 

 



111 

 

10-11 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not 

take him into your house or welcome him.  Anyone who welcomes 

him shares in his wicked work. 

 

3 John 

5-8 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, 

even though they are strangers to you. They have told the church about 

your love. You will do well to send them on their way in a manner 

worthy of God.  It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, 

receiving no help from the pagans.  We ought therefore to show 

hospitality to such men so that we may work together for the truth.  
 

11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone 

who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has 

not seen God. 

 

Jude 

3 I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 

all entrusted to the saints. 

 

20-21 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith 

and pray in the Holy Spirit.  Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait 

for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.  
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Appendix 4 

Assembly  

 

Purposes and Goals of the Assembly 
One never reads where Christians are told to ―go to worship.‖ Why? Is it 

not because one‘s way of life is worship? Paul admonishes the Christians 

at Rome to consider their behavior. ―Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in 

view of God‘s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship (latreuo-worship or 

service). Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 

and approve what God‘s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.‖ 

(Romans 12:1-2) 

 

Surprisingly, the New Testament never refers to a church meeting as a 

―worship service.‖ Certainly there is nothing wrong with worshipping 

God during the church meeting or assembly. But is this to be the primary 

objective of the meeting? Also, by our terminology and practice, we have 

undoubtedly taught a grave error to many that worship is what you do on 

Sunday at a "worship service" and so we are not purposefully 

worshipping God daily, privately, in every place. Some are even known 

to say "I go to church on Sunday and so I have fulfilled God's 

requirement to worship Him." This is the conversation of an unhealthy 

church. 

 

The idea of a church or assembly, whether universal or local, is God's 

idea. Christians do not meet together in groups or congregations merely 

because they consider it desirable or helpful, but because God has so 

ordained it. 

 

It was our Lord Himself who first spoke of the church [A body of Christ‘s 

disciples bound together as His body on earth not some organization. (rd)] in its 

universal aspect when in Matthew 16:18 He intimated that He Himself 

was to be the builder and that it was to be built on a sure foundation. It 

was He also who first intimated that there would be such a thing as a 

local assembly, to which matters of conduct and right relations between 

believers might be referred.  ―If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

church [assembly – ekkleesia; a gathering of saints]; and if he refuses to 

listen even to the church [his spiritual family – Christians bound together by love 

(rd)], let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.‖ (Matthew 

18:17) 
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The author of Hebrews describes one‘s service, translated as worship, 

this way: ―Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship (latreúoomen) God acceptably 

with reverence and awe,
 
for our ‗God is a consuming fire.‘‖ (Hebrews 

12:28-29)     
 
OBSERVATIONS 

 ―Assembly‖ and ―worship‖ are not synonyms or equivalent terms.  

o  Assembly 
     sunagoo; NT:4863 (a) to gather together, to gather: with an  

         accusative of the thing; (b) to bring together, assemble,    

         collect.  

         ekkleesia –NT:1577 a gathering of citizens called out from their  

            homes into some public place; an assembly 

            (a) an assembly of the people convened at the public place   

                   of council for the purpose of deliberating,  

            (b) the assembly of the Israelites,  

            (c) any gathering or throng of men assembled by chance or   

                   tumultuously:  

o Worship  
 latreuoo -  NT:3000 (a) to serve for hire; (b) universally, to   

        serve, minister  

           proskuneoo, proskunoo - NT # 4352  (a) homage shown to men of 

superior rank. (b) homage rendered to God and the ascended 

Christ, to heavenly beings, and to demon 

      sebomai - NT # 4576 - (translated worshiped 6 times, devoted 3    

       and religious 1) to revere, adore: devout, religious, worship. 

o Praise 

humneoo, humnoo: NT:5214 to sing 
                                                                              (Thayer's Greek Lexicon) 

 The New Testament never uses the phrase ―worship service.‖ 

 We might be able to understand Scriptures better if we use Biblical 

terminology to express Biblical ideas. 

 The church ―assembles‖ together because God has ordained for us to 

do so. 

 If God planned for the church to assemble, it makes sense to believe 

that He also determined the purpose and goals of the church 

assemblies and that these purposes and goals are revealed in His 

Word. 

 Our present day assemblies may or may not be exactly the same as 

New Testament church assemblies due to changes in culture and 
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tradition. Even though we may not know exactly how to return to the 

New Testament practices, we ought at least to go in that direction.  

 We should want to evaluate present practices and all suggested 

changes to the church assembly in the light of stated New Testament 

purposes and goals for the church assemblies. 

 

With these observations in mind, let‘s look at the New Testament 

passages which either state the purpose of the church assembly [Christ‘s 

disciples (rd)] or state examples of what Christians did when they 

assembled together. Is it worship or edification? Are the activities 

primarily directed to God [worship] or to man [edify, encourage]?  As you 

study these scriptures evaluate present practices of the assembly.  

 

To break bread (Acts 20:7, 11) ―Now on the first day of the week, 

when the disciples came together [sunagoo] to break bread [Lord‘s 

Supper, common meal or fellowship, agape, love feast], Paul, ready to depart 

the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. … 

Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten, and talked a 

long while, even till daybreak, he departed.‖ 

 

To eat the Lord's Supper (1 Corinthians 11: 17 – 34) ―Now in giving 

these instructions I do not praise you, since you come together 

[sunerchomai] not for the better but for the worse. For first of all, when 

you come together as a church [assembly – ekkleesia], I hear that there 

are divisions among you, and in part I believe it. For there must also be 

factions among you, that those who are approved may be recognized 

among you. Therefore when you come together in one place, it is not to 

eat the Lord's Supper [you can't possibly be eating the Lord's Supper (GW), 

it is not to eat a meal of the Lord (CJB)]. For in eating, each one takes his 

own supper ahead of others; and one is hungry and another is drunk.  

For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks 

judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. Therefore, my 

brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. But if 

anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come together for 

judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come.‖  

 

For edification, by a psalm, a teaching, a tongue, a revelation, an 

interpretation (1Corinthians 14:18-40) ―I thank my God I speak with 

tongues (gloossa, gloosees, 1. a member of the body, the organ of 

speech: 2. the language used by a particular people in distinction from 

that of other nations. Thayer's Greek Lexicon) more than you all; yet in 

the church [assembly – ekkleesia] I would rather speak five words with my 
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understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a 

tongue … Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, 

and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed 

or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? But if all 

prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is 

convinced by all, he is convicted by all. And thus the secrets of his heart 

are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and 

report that God is truly among you. How is it then, brethren? Whenever 

you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, 

has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for 

edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most 

three, each in turn, and let one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let 

him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God.  Let 

two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. But if anything is 

revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent.  For you can all 

prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 

And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. For God is not 

the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 

Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to 

speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says.  And if they 

want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands [perhaps male 

head of household] at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in 

church. … Let all things be done decently and in order.‖  

 

To stir up love and good works, to exhort one another (Hebrews 

10:24 - 25) And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and 

good works, not forsaking [abandon, desert - Thayer Lexicon] the 

assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting 

one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Discipline members who refuse to repent (Matthew 18:15 – 17) 
―Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault 

between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your 

brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by 

the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.' And 

if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to 

hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.‖ 

 

Withdraw from (excommunicate) members who persist in sin (1 

Corinthians 5:1-8) ―It is actually reported that there is sexual 

immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named 

among the Gentiles; that a man has his father's wife! And you are puffed 
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up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might 

be taken away from among you. For I indeed, as absent in body but 

present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who 

has so done this deed. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you 

are gathered together [assembly - sunachthentoon see definition of sunagoo 

NT:4863 page 23], along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his 

spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your glorying is not 

good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 

Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since 

you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed 

for us. Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the 

leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth.‖  

 

Rebuke members who are sinning (1 Timothy 5:20) ―Those who are 

sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear.‖  

 

Pray (Acts 4: 23 - 31) ―And being let go, they went to their own 

companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to 

them. So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one 

accord and said: "Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and 

the sea, and all that is in them, "who by the mouth of Your servant David 

have said: 'Why did the nations rage, and the people plot vain things? 

The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered 

together Against the LORD and against His Christ.' For truly against 

Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius 

Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 

to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be 

done. Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that 

with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your 

hand to heal and that signs and wonders may be done through the name 

of Your holy Servant Jesus." And when they had prayed, the place where 

they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.‖ 

 

Pray (Acts 12:5, 12) ―Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant 

prayer was offered to God for him by the church … So, when he had 

considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose 

surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying.‖ 
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Send out emissaries of the church (Acts 15:22 - 31) ―Then it pleased 

the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of 

their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas 

who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the 

brethren. They wrote this letter by them: The apostles, the elders, and the 

brethren, to the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and 

Cilicia: Greetings.  Since we have heard that some who went out from us 

have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, "You must 

be circumcised and keep the law"; to whom we gave no such 

commandment; it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, 

to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men 

who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 

have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also report the same things 

by word of mouth.  For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to 

lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: that you 

abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, 

and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will 

do well. Farewell.  So when they were sent off, they came to Antioch; 

and when they had gathered the multitude together, [apparently an 

unscheduled gathering which may or may have not been on Sunday] they 

delivered the letter. When they had read it, they rejoiced over its 

encouragement. It seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, 

to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul.‖ 

 

Organize the church for service (Acts 6:1-6) ―Now in those days, 

when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a 

complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows 

were neglected in the daily distribution. Then the twelve summoned the 

multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable that we should 

leave the word of God and serve tables.  "Therefore, brethren, seek out 

from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit 

and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; "but we will give 

ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." And the 

saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full 

of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch whom they set before 

the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.‖  

 

Give a mission trip report (Acts 14:27) “Now when they had come and 

gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with 

them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.‖ 
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Resolve doctrinal problem (Acts 15:22) ―Then it pleased the apostles 

and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own 

company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was 

also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren.‖ 
 

Read letters from other churches (Acts 16:3-4) “Paul wanted to have 

him (Timothy) go on with him. And he took him and circumcised him 

because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his 

father was Greek.  And as they went through the cities, they delivered to 

them the decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and 

elders at Jerusalem.‖ 
 

Share faith (Romans 1:12) ―That is, that I may be encouraged together 

with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.‖  
 

Prophecy, give revelation, teach, sing, (1 Corinthians 14:1, 3, 5, 15-

17, 33) “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts … he who prophesies 

speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men … he who 

prophesies is greater … I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray 

with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing 

with the understanding. Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will 

he who occupies the place of the uninformed say "Amen" at your giving 

of thanks, since he does not understand what you say? For you indeed 

give thanks well, but the other is not edified … For God is not the author 

of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.‖ 
 

Take up collection (1 Corinthians 16:1, 2) 
 

Read Paul's letters (Colossians 4:16) ―Now when this epistle is read 

among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and 

that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.‖ 
 

Read, teach, exhort, appoint leaders 1 & 2  Timothy, and Titus 

Accumulate a contribution for the poor saints in Judea (1 

Corinthians 16:1, 2) ―Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 

have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: On the 

first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up 

as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.‖ 

 

Assembled and taught (Acts 11:26) ―And when he had found him, he 

brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled 

with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were 

first called Christians in Antioch.‖ 
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Visitors also assembled (James 2:2) ―If there should come into your 

assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also 

come in a poor man in filthy clothes.‖ 

 

Sing Praises (Hebrews 2:12) ―Saying: ‗I will declare Your name to My 

brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise [humneo] to 

You.‘‖ 

NOTICE:  

 Only one of these passages (1 Corinthians 14:25) used the word 

―worship‖ to describe something that specifically happened in an 

assembly of the church and that was done by an unbeliever.  

 Only one of these passages (Hebrews 2:12) used the word ―praise‖ to 

describe something that specifically happened in an assembly of the 

church and that verse refers to Jesus in prophecy probably praising 

God in the congregation of Israel. (Psalm 22:22 ―I will declare Your 

name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise 

You.‖)  
 

CONSIDER CAREFULLY 
 

What is wrong with the following quotations?  
 

1. ―People assemble for worship for the purpose of bringing God into 

consciousness and expressing awe and admiration for Him. They 

have come to meet God. A by-product of this worship of God is the 

edification of the worshippers. They will find God in time of need. 

They will get instruction. Faith will grow. Love will reach out. They 

will share. A guideline for worship taught by Paul in his extensive 

instruction on worship in 1 Corinthians chapters 11-14 is that 

whatever is done should edify the people. If it does not edify, it is not 

to be done.‖ 
 

2.  ―The primary goal, of course, is to worship God.  That can and 

must be done privately also.  But public worship has the additional 

purpose of edification – of both saints and any others who may be 

present.  This is indicated in 1 Corinthians 14, where there is 

encouragement to ―abound unto edifying of the church‖ (v.12), to 

speak and sing and pray so that the unlearned may understand (vs. 

13-19) and the unlearned or unbelieving be favorably rather than 

unfavorably impressed and therefore be benefited (vs. 22-25).  It is 

also seen in Ephesians 5:19:  (a) ―speaking one to another in psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs,‖ and (b) ―singing and making melody 

in your heart unto the Lord.‖  We may think of these as being 
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vertical (worship) and horizontal (edification) aspects.  Both these 

aspects must be given due attention for the purpose of either to be 

accomplished to the maximum.  If due reverence and sobriety are not 

a characteristic, but flippancy or frivolity unduly intrude, we are not 

only (a) not ―offer(ing) a service well-pleasing to God with 

reverence and Awe‖ (Hebrews 12:28), but are (b) failing to inspire 

proper reverence for God in the hearts of those present (one facet of 

proper edification), however proper otherwise the service may be.‖ 

 

The problem with the above quotations. 
 

The overwhelming testimony of scripture says that the ―purpose‖ and 

―primary goal‖ of the church assemblies is not to worship God but the 

edification of one another. Christians are to assemble for the primary 

purpose of edification, instead of for worship.  Of course, it is always 

appropriate to worship God and it is never out of order to worship God. 

As a matter of fact, worshipping God together should be a very edifying 

experience. The purpose and goal of the church assembly, though, is 

edification. We would be closer to scripture to call it an ―Edification 

Service‖ instead of a ―Worship Service.‖ 

 

Summary of actions in the Body of Christ when assembled together: 

1. Sharing faith  

2. Teaching others, Christians and non-Christians 

3. Collecting funds 

4. Eating together in fellowship 

5. Remembering Christ by observing the Lord‘s Supper 

6. Orderly encouraging one another and praising God 

7. Stirring up each other unto good works 

8. Disciplining of and withdrawing from member 

9. Rebuking a wayward or sinning Christian. 

10. Praying 

11. Singing 

12. Sending out evangelists 

13. Organizing works for efficiency and effectiveness 

14. Receive mission / missionary reports 

15. Resolving doctrinal problems 

16. Reading Word of God 
  Adapted from The Purposes and Goals of the Assembly of the Church by Joe McKinney 
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Appendix 5 

Pray 
Definition  
Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary 

transitive verb    1 : entreat, implore —often used as a function word in    

                                  introducing a question, request, or plea  

2 : to get or bring by praying  

intransitive verb 1 : to make a request in a humble manner 

2 : to address God or a god with adoration, confession,    

                                 supplication, or thanksgiving  

 

OT:6419 palal 
  Strong's Numbers and Concordance  

a primitive root; to judge (officially or mentally); by extension, to 

intercede, pray:  - intreat, judge (-ment), (make) pray (-er, -ing), make 

supplication.  

Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Brown Driver & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon 

   to intervene, to interpose, to pray 

a) (Piel) to mediate, to judge 

b) (Hithpael) 

1)  to intercede 

2)  to pray 

         

NT:4336 proseuchomai  

  Strong's Numbers and Concordance  

to pray to God, i.e. supplicate, worship: make prayer. 

Thayer's Greek Lexicon 

to offer prayers, to pray 

Old Testament references to pray 
Genesis 20:7 Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he 

shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou 

that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine. 

Genesis 20:17 So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and 

his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children. 

Genesis 48:11 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought (palal) to see thy 

face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed. 

Numbers 11:2 And the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto 

the Lord, the fire was quenched. 

Numbers 21:7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, 

for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that 

he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 

Deuteronomy 9:20 And the Lord was very angry with Aaron to have destroyed 

him: and I prayed for Aaron also the same time. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/netdict/entreat
http://www.merriam-webster.com/netdict/implore
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Deuteronomy 9:26 I prayed therefore unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God, 

destroy not thy people and thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed through 

thy greatness, which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 

1 Samuel 2:25 If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge (palal) him: 

but if a man sin against the Lord, who shall intreat (palal)  for him? 

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the 

Lord would slay them. 

1 Samuel 7:5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for 

you unto the Lord. 

1 Samuel 8:6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to 

judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the Lord. 

1 Samuel 12:19 And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto 

the Lord thy God, that we die not: for we have added unto all our sins this evil, 

to ask us a king. 

1 Samuel 12:23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the 

Lord in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the right way: 

2 Samuel 7:27 For thou, O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to thy 

servant, saying, I will build thee an house: therefore hath thy servant found in 

his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 

 

Hannah 

1 Samuel 1:10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and 

wept sore. 

1 Samuel 1:12 And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord, 

that Eli marked her mouth. 

1 Samuel 1:26 And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the 

woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. 

1 Samuel 1:27 For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition 

which I asked of him: 

1 Samuel 2:1 And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, 

mine horn is exalted in the Lord: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; 

because I rejoice in thy salvation. 

 

Kings, Priest and Prophets 

1 Kings 8:28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his 

supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which 

thy servant prayeth before thee to day: 

1 Kings 8:29 That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even 

toward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be there: that thou 

mayest hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall make toward this place. 

1 Kings 8:30 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy 

people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: and hear thou in heaven 

thy dwelling place: and when thou hearest, forgive. 

1 Kings 8:33 When thy people Israel be smitten down before the enemy, 

because they have sinned against thee, and shall turn again to thee, and confess 

thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee in this house: 
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1 Kings 8:35 When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have 

sinned against thee; if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and 

turn from their sin, when thou afflictest them: 

1 Kings 8:42 (For they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy strong hand, and 

of thy stretched out arm;) when he shall come and pray toward this house; 

1 Kings 8:44 If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, whithersoever 

thou shalt send them, and shall pray unto the Lord toward the city which thou 

hast chosen, and toward the house that I have built for thy name: 

1 Kings 8:48 And so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all their soul, 

in the land of their enemies, which led them away captive, and pray unto thee 

toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast 

chosen, and the house which I have built for thy name: 

1 Kings 8:54 And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all 

this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he arose from before the altar of the 

Lord, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to heaven. 

1 Kings 13:6 And the king answered and said unto the man of God, intreat now 

the face of the Lord thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me 

again. And the man of God besought the Lord, and the king's hand was restored 

him again, and became as it was before. 

2 Kings 4:33 He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and 

prayed unto the Lord. 

2 Kings 6:17 And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that 

he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, 

behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 

2 Kings 6:18 And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the Lord, 

and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote them with 

blindness according to the word of Elisha. 

2 Kings 19:15 And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lord God of 

Israel, which dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, 

of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. 

2 Kings 19:20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith 

the Lord God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib 

king of Assyria I have heard. 

2 Kings 20:2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, 

saying, 

1 Chronicles 17:25 For thou, O my God, hast told thy servant that thou wilt 

build him an house: therefore thy servant hath found in his heart to pray before 

thee. 

2 Chronicles 6:19 Have respect therefore to the prayer of thy servant, and to his 

supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and the prayer which thy 

servant prayeth before thee: 

2 Chronicles 6:20 That thine eyes may be open upon this house day and night, 

upon the place whereof thou hast said that thou wouldest put thy name there; to 

hearken unto the prayer which thy servant prayeth toward this place. 
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2 Chronicles 6:21 Hearken therefore unto the supplications of thy servant, and 

of thy people Israel, which they shall make toward this place: hear thou from thy 

dwelling place, even from heaven; and when thou hearest, forgive. 

2 Chronicles 6:24 And if thy people Israel be put to the worse before the enemy, 

because they have sinned against thee; and shall return and confess thy name, 

and pray and make supplication before thee in this house; 

2 Chronicles 6:26 When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they 

have sinned against thee; yet if they pray toward this place, and confess thy 

name, and turn from their sin, when thou dost afflict them; 

2 Chronicles 6:32 Moreover concerning the stranger, which is not of thy people 

Israel, but is come from a far country for thy great name's sake, and thy mighty 

hand, and thy stretched out arm; if they come and pray in this house; 

2 Chronicles 6:34 If thy people go out to war against their enemies by the way 

that thou shalt send them, and they pray unto thee toward this city which thou 

hast chosen, and the house which I have built for thy name; 

2 Chronicles 6:38 If they return to thee with all their heart and with all their soul 

in the land of their captivity, whither they have carried them captives, and pray 

toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, and toward the city 

which thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have built for thy name: 

2 Chronicles 7:1 Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came 

down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the 

glory of the Lord filled the house. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then 

will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 30:18 For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, and 

Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat 

the passover otherwise than it was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, 

saying, The good Lord pardon every one 

2 Chronicles 32:20 And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and the prophet Isaiah 

the son of Amoz, prayed and cried to heaven. 

2 Chronicles 32:24 In those days Hezekiah was sick to the death, and prayed 

unto the Lord: and he spake unto him, and he gave him a sign. 

2 Chronicles 33:13 And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of him, and 

heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. 

Then Manasseh knew that the Lord he was God. 

Ezra 10:10 Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he had confessed, weeping 

and casting himself down before the house of God, there assembled unto him 

out of Israel a very great congregation of men and women and children: for the 

people wept very sore. 

Nehemiah 1:4And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and 

wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of 

heaven, 

Nehemiah 1:6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou 

mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and 

night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children 
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of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house have 

sinned. 

Nehemiah 2:4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So 

I prayed to the God of heaven. 

Nehemiah 4:9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch 

against them day and night, because of them. 

Job 42:8 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to 

my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job 

shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in 

that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job. 

Job 42:10 And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his 

friends: also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. 

Psalms 5:2 Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto 

thee will I pray. 

Psalms 32:6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when 

thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come 

nigh unto him. 

Psalms 72:15 And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: 

prayer also shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised. 

Psalms 106:30 Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment: and so the 

plague was stayed. 

Isaiah 16:12 And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab is weary on the 

high place, that he shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but he shall not prevail. 

Isaiah 37:15 And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying, 

Isaiah 37:21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus 

saith the Lord God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against 

Sennacherib king of Assyria: 

Isaiah 38:2 Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the 

Lord, 

Isaiah 44:17 And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he 

falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver 

me; for thou art my god. 

Isaiah 45:14 Thus saith the Lord, The labour of Egypt, and merchandise of 

Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee, and they 

shall be thine: they shall come after thee; in chains they shall come over, and 

they shall fall down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, saying, 

Surely God is in thee; and there is none else, there is no God. 

Isaiah 45:20 Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are 

escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their 

graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save. 

Jeremiah 7:16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor 

prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee. 

Jeremiah 11:14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or 

prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto me for 

their trouble. 
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Jeremiah 14:11 Then said the Lord unto me, Pray not for this people for their 

good. 

Jeremiah 29:7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be 

carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof 

shall ye have peace. 

Jeremiah 29:12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, 

and I will hearken unto you. 

Jeremiah 32:16 Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase unto 

Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the Lord, saying, 

Jeremiah 37:3 And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and 

Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray 

now unto the Lord our God for us. 

Jeremiah 42:2 And said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we beseech thee, our 

supplication be accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the Lord thy God, 

even for all this remnant; (for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes do 

behold us:) 

Jeremiah 42:4 Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have heard you; 

behold, I will pray unto the Lord your God according to your words; and it shall 

come to pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall answer you, I will declare it 

unto you; I will keep nothing back from you. 

Jeremiah 42:20 For ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent me unto the Lord 

your God, saying, Pray for us unto the Lord our God; and according unto all that 

the Lord our God shall say, so declare unto us, and we will do it. 

Ezekiel 16:52 Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame 

for thy sins that thou hast committed more abominable than they: they are more 

righteous than thou: yea, be thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, in that 

thou hast justified thy sisters. 

Daniel 9:4 And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and 

said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to 

them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments; 

Daniel 9:20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and 

the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my 

God for the holy mountain of my God; 

Jonah 2:1 Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly, 

Jonah 4:2 And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not 

this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto 

Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, 

and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 
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New Testament References to Pray 
 

Jesus 

Jesus’ Personal Prayer 
Matthew 14:23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a 

mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone. 

Mark 1:35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, 

and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. 

Mark 6:46 And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to 

pray. Luke 6:12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a 

mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 

Matthew 26:36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, 

and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. Mark 14:32 

And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his 

disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. 

Matthew 26:39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, 

saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not 

as I will, but as thou wilt. Mark 14:35 And he went forward a little, and fell on 

the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 

Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 

indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Mark 14:38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye 

enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. Luke 22:40, 

41, 44, 46 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter 

not into temptation. .. And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and 

kneeled down, and prayed, … And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: 

and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. …  

 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 

Matthew 26:42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my 

Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be 

done. Mark 14:39 And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same 

words. 

Matthew 26:44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third 

time, saying the same words. 

Luke 1:10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the 

time of incense. 

Luke 3:21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus 

also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened. 

Luke 5:16 And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed. 

Luke 9:18 And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with 

him: and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people that I am? 

Luke 9:28 And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took 

Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 

Luke 9:29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his 

raiment was white and glistering. 

Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always 

to pray, and not to faint. 
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Luke 18:10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and 

the other a publican. 

 
Jesus - Instruction on Prayer 
Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 

do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 

and persecute you. 

Matthew 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for 

they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, 

that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 

Matthew 6:6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou 

hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which 

seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 

Matthew 6:7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for 

they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in 

heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Luke 11:1-2 And it came to pass, that, as he was 

praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, 

Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 

And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so 

in earth. 

Matthew 24:20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the 

sabbath day: Mark 13:18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter. 

Mark 11:24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye 

pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 

Mark 11:25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: 

that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 

Luke 6:28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use 

you. 

Luke 18:11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, 

that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 

publican. 

 
Jesus - Prayers for Others 
Matthew 19:13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should 

put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. 

 
Jesus -  Miscellaneous 
Mark 12:40 Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long 

prayers: these shall receive greater damnation. Luke 20:47 Which devour 

widows' houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall receive 

greater damnation. 

 

 



129 

 

Apostles 

Prayer for Action 
Acts 1:24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of 

all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen. 

Acts 6:6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they 

laid their hands on them. 

Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might 

receive the Holy Ghost. 

Acts 9:40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and 

turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when 

she saw Peter, she sat up. 

Acts 13:3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 

they sent them away. 

Acts 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had 

prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 

Acts 28:8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and 

of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on 

him, and healed him. 

 
Personal 
Acts 9:11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is 

called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: 

for, behold, he prayeth. 

Acts 10:9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the 

city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: 

Acts 10:30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and 

at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in 

bright clothing. 

Acts 11:5 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, A 

certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down from heaven by 

four corners; and it came even to me. 

Acts 12:12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary 

the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered 

together praying. 

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: 

and the prisoners heard them. 

Acts 20:36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with 

them all. 

Acts 21:5 And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our 

way; and they all brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were 

out of the city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed. 

Acts 22:17 And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, 

even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance. 
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Apostles and Christians 

General Instructions  
1 Corinthians 11:4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, 

dishonoureth his head. 

1 Corinthians 11:5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head 

uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. 

1 Corinthians 11:13 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto 

God uncovered? 

1 Corinthians 14:13 Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray 

that he may interpret. 

1 Corinthians 14:14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but 

my understanding is unfruitful. 

1 Corinthians 14:15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray 

with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, (pneuma) and I will sing 

with the understanding also. [Refer to the BibleWay study on the Heart for a 

more detail explanation of the heart.] 

Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 

watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

2 Thessalonians 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God 

would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his 

goodness, and the work of faith with power. 

James 5:13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing 

psalms. 

James 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and 

let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

James 5:17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed 

earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of 

three years and six months. 

James 5:18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 

brought forth her fruit. 

 
Prayers for welfare of Evangelists and Others 
Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in 

knowledge and in all judgment. 

Colossians 1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

praying always for you, 

Colossians 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to 

pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will 

in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. 

Colossians 4:3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door 

of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 

1 Thessalonians 5:25 Brethren, pray for us. 

2 Thessalonians 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 

have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you. 

Hebrews 13:18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things 

willing to live honestly. 
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Prayers for self - faith, knowledge and welfare 
Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not 

what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for 

us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing. 

1 Timothy 2:8  I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, 

without wrath and doubting. 

Jude 20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 

praying in the Holy Ghost. 

 
Prayers  Regarding Forgiveness  
Mark 11:25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: 

that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.         
Acts 22:14-16 Then he [Ananias] said: ‗The God of our fathers has chosen you 

[Saul] to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his 

mouth. You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. And 

now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, 

calling on his name.‘    

Acts 8:22-23 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will 

forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of 

bitterness and captive to sin.  

1 Peter 3:18-21 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made 

alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in 

prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah 

while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 

through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also — not 

the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge (appeal RSV) [a prayer asking 

or calling on God to forgive] of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

Hindrances to Prayer 
James 4:2-3 You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you 

do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what 

you get on your pleasures. 
 

1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your 

wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of 

the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.  

 

Conclusion 

Always have doing God‘s will foremost in your heart. Pray constantly. Pray for 

things that last forever. Seek God‘s guidance in keeping His Kingdom first in 

daily living and in putting others ahead of self. (Randolph Dunn 4-25-2010) 

 

 



132 

 

Appendix 6 

Sing 
 

Hebrew words translated as sing   

shiyr OT:7891  (sheer); or (the original form) shuwr (1 Samuel 18:6) (shoor); 

a primitive root [identical with OT:7788 through the idea of strolling 

minstrelsy]; to sing:                   

Exodus 15:1 Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the 

Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed 

gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

Exodus 15:21 And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath 

triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

Numbers 21:17 Then Israel sang this song, Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it: 

Judges 5:1 Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, 

saying, 

Judges 5:3 Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will sing unto the 

Lord; I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel. 

1 Samuel 18:6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from 

the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, 

singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with 

instruments of musick. 

2 Samuel 19:35 I am this day fourscore years old: and can I discern between 

good and evil? Can thy servant taste what I eat or what I drink? can I hear any 

more the voice of singing men and singing women? wherefore then should thy 

servant be yet a burden unto my lord the king? 

1 Kings 10:12 And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the house of the 

Lord, and for the king's house, harps also and psalteries for singers: there came 

no such almug trees, nor were seen unto this day. 

1 Chronicles 6:33 And these are they that waited with their children. Of the sons 

of the Kohathites: Heman a singer, the son of Joel, the son of Shemuel, 

1 Chronicles 9:33 And these are the singers, chief of the fathers of the Levites, 

who remaining in the chambers were free: for they were employed in that work 

day and night. 

1 Chronicles 15:16 And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their 

brethren to be the singers with instruments of musick, psalteries and harps and 

cymbals, sounding, by lifting up the voice with joy. 

1 Chronicles 15:19 So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were appointed to 

sound with cymbals of brass; 

1 Chronicles 15:27 And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the 

Levites that bare the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song 

with the singers: David also had upon him an ephod of linen. 

1 Chronicles 16:9 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his 

wondrous works. 

1 Chronicles 16:23 Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; shew forth from day to day 

his salvation. 
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2 Chronicles 5:12 Also the Levites which were the singers, all of them of Asaph, 

of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, being arrayed in white 

linen, having cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood at the east end of the altar, 

and with them an hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets:) 

2 Chronicles 5:13 It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as 

one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; and when 

they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of 

musick, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for 

ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the Lord; 

2 Chronicles 9:11 And the king made of the algum trees terraces to the house of 

the Lord, and to the king's palace, and harps and psalteries for singers: and there 

were none such seen before in the land of Judah. 

2 Chronicles 20:21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed 

singers unto the Lord, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went 

out before the army, and to say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Chronicles 23:13 And she looked, and, behold, the king stood at his pillar at 

the entering in, and the princes and the trumpets by the king: and all the people 

of the land rejoiced, and sounded with trumpets, also the singers with 

instruments of musick, and such as taught to sing praise. Then Athaliah rent her 

clothes, and said, Treason, Treason. 

2 Chronicles 29:28 And all the congregation worshipped, and the singers sang, 

and the trumpeters sounded: and all this continued until the burnt offering was 

finished. 

2 Chronicles 35:15 And the singers the sons of Asaph were in their place, 

according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun 

the king's seer; and the porters waited at every gate; they might not depart from 

their service; for their brethren the Levites prepared for them. 

2 Chronicles 35:25 And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men 

and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and 

made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are written in the 

lamentations. 

Ezra 2:41 The singers: the children of Asaph, an hundred twenty and eight. 

Ezra 2:65 Beside their servants and their maids, of whom there were seven 

thousand three hundred thirty and seven: and there were among them two 

hundred singing men and singing women. 

Ezra 2:70 So the priests, and the Levites, and some of the people, and the 

singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, dwelt in their cities, and all Israel in 

their cities. 

Ezra 7:7 And there went up some of the children of Israel, and of the priests, and 

the Levites, and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jerusalem, 

in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. 

Ezra 10:24 Of the singers also; Eliashib: and of the porters; Shallum, and Telem, 

and Uri. 

Nehemiah 7:1 Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I had set up the 

doors, and the porters and the singers and the Levites were appointed, 

Nehemiah 7:44 The singers: the children of Asaph, an hundred forty and eight. 
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Nehemiah 7:67 Beside their manservants and their maidservants, of whom there 

were seven thousand three hundred thirty and seven: and they had two hundred 

forty and five singing men and singing women. 

Nehemiah 7:73 So the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and the singers, 

and some of the people, and the Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; 

and when the seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their cities. 

Nehemiah 10:28 And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the porters, 

the singers, the Nethinims, and all they that had separated themselves from the 

people of the lands unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their 

daughters, every one having knowledge, and having understanding; 

Nehemiah 10:39 For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring 

the offering of the corn, of the new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where 

are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the porters, and 

the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God. 

Nehemiah 11:22 The overseer also of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son 

of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha. Of the 

sons of Asaph, the singers were over the business of the house of God. 

Nehemiah 11:23 For it was the king's commandment concerning them, that a 

certain portion should be for the singers, due for every day. 

Nehemiah 12:28 And the sons of the singers gathered themselves together, both 

out of the plain country round about Jerusalem, and from the villages of 

Netophathi; 

Nehemiah 12:29 Also from the house of Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba 

and Azmaveth: for the singers had builded them villages round about Jerusalem. 

Nehemiah 12:42 And Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and 

Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang loud, with 

Jezrahiah their overseer. 

Nehemiah 12:45 And both the singers and the porters kept the ward of their 

God, and the ward of the purification, according to the commandment of David, 

and of Solomon his son. 

Nehemiah 12:46 For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chief of 

the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving unto God. 

Nehemiah 12:47 And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days of 

Nehemiah, gave the portions of the singers and the porters, every day his 

portion: and they sanctified holy things unto the Levites; and the Levites 

sanctified them unto the children of Aaron. 

Nehemiah 13:5 And he had prepared for him a great chamber, where aforetime 

they laid the meat offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes of 

the corn, the new wine, and the oil, which was commanded to be given to the 

Levites, and the singers, and the porters; and the offerings of the priests. 

Nehemiah 13:10 And I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been 

given them: for the Levites and the singers, that did the work, were fled every 

one to his field. 

Job 36:24 Remember that thou magnify his work, which men behold [‗behold‘ 

is a translation error the Hebrew word is OT:7891  shiyr sung]. 

Psalms 13:6 I will sing unto the Lord, because he hath dealt bountifully with me. 
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Psalms 21:13 Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own strength: so will we sing and 

praise thy power. 

Psalms 27:6 And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round 

about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, 

yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord. 

Psalms 33:3 Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise. 

Psalms 57:7 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give 

praise. 

Psalms 59:16 But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in 

the morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 

Psalms 65:13 The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered 

over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing. 

Psalms 68:4 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon 

the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before him. 

Psalms 68:25 The singers went before, the players on instruments followed 

after; among them were the damsels playing with timbrels. 

Psalms 68:32 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing praises unto the 

Lord; Selah: 

Psalms 87:7 As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be there: all 

my springs are in thee. 

Psalms 89:1 I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I 

make known thy faithfulness to all generations. 

Psalms 96:1 O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 

Psalms 96:2 Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from 

day to day. 

Psalms 98:1 O sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath done marvellous 

things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. 

Psalms 101:1 I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O Lord, will I sing. 

Psalms 104:33 I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing praise to my 

God while I have my being. 

Psalms 105:2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous 

works. 

Psalms 106:12 Then believed they his words; they sang his praise. 

Psalms 108:1 O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my 

glory. 

Psalms 137:3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; 

and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of 

Zion. 

Psalms 137:4 How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land? 

Psalms 138:5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord: for great is the glory 

of the Lord. 

Psalms 144:9 I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: upon a psaltery and an 

instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee. 

Psalms 149:1 Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise 

in the congregation of saints. 
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Proverbs 25:20 As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar 

upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart. 

Ecclesiastes 2:8 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of 

kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the 

delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. 

Isaiah 5:15 Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching 

his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: 

Isaiah 26:1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a 

strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 

Isaiah 42:10 Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise from the end of the 

earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the 

inhabitants thereof. 

Jeremiah 20:13 Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord: for he hath delivered the 

soul of the poor from the hand of evildoers. 

Ezekiel 40:44 And without the inner gate were the chambers of the singers in the 

inner court, which was at the side of the north gate; and their prospect was 

toward the south: one at the side of the east gate having the prospect toward the 

north. 

Zephaniah 2:14 And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of 

the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of 

it; their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation shall be in the thresholds: for 

he shall uncover the cedar work. 

   
Definitions of Hebrew words translated Sing   
shiyr OT:7892! (sheer); or feminine shiyrah (shee-raw'); from OT:7891;   a 

song; abstractly, singing: KJV - musical (-ick), sing (-er, -ing), song. 

Deuteronomy 31:19 "Now write down for yourselves this song and teach it to 

the Israelites and have them sing it, so that it may be a witness for me against 

them.  

shuwr OT:7788 (shoor); a primitive root; properly, to turn, i.e. travel about (as a 

harlot or a merchant): - go, singular See also OT:7891.  

Isaiah 57:9 And thou wentest to the king with ointment, and didst increase thy 

perfumes, and didst send thy messengers far off, and didst debase thyself even 

unto hell. 

Ezekiel 27:25 The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market: and thou 

wast replenished, and made very glorious in the midst of the seas. 

ruwa` OT:7321 to shout, to raise a sound, to cry out, to give a blast 

a) (Hiphil) 

1) to shout a war-cry or an alarm of battle 

2) to sound a signal for war or a march 

3) to shout in triumph (over enemies) 

4) to shout in applause 

5) to shout (with religious impulse) 

6) to cry out in distress 

b) (Polal) to utter a shout 

c) (Hithpolel) 
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1) to shout in triumph 

2) to shout for joy 

ranan OT:7442— 

1 to overcome; (Hithpolel) to be overcome 

2 to cry out, to shout for joy, to give a ringing cry 

a) (Qal) 

1) to give a ringing cry (in joy, exaltation, distress) 

2) to cry aloud (in summons, exhortation of wisdom) 

b) (Piel) to give a ringing cry (in joy, exultation, praise 

c) (Pual) ringing cry, singing out (passive) 

d) (Hiphil) to cause to ring or to sing out (for joy) 

e) (Hithpolel) rejoicing (participle) 
           

Greek Words Translated as Sing  

ado (NT:103) to sing, chant is used always of "praise to God,"  

       (a) intransitively, Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16;  

       (b) transitively, Revelation 5:9; 14:3; 15:3. 

Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

Revelation 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the 

book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 

God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 

Revelation 14:3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and 

before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the 

hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 

Revelation 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the 

song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 

Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 

 

psallo NT:5567 make melody, sing (psalms).probably strengthened from 

psao (to rub or touch the surface; compare NT:5597); to twitch or twang, 

i.e. to play on a stringed instrument (celebrate the divine worship with 

music and accompanying odes): 

a.  to pluck off, pull out: 

b. to cause to vibrate by touching, to twang 

Romans 15:9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is 

written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto 

thy name. 

1 Corinthians 14:15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray 

with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the 

understanding also. 

Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 



138 

 

James 5:13 Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. Is any merry? Let him 

sing psalms. 

humneo NT:5214): to hymn, i.e. sing a religious ode; by implication, to 

celebrate (God) in song. 

Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out 

into the mount of Olives. 

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: 

and the prisoners heard them. 

Hebrews 2:12 Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of 

the church will I sing praise unto thee. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


